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TO THE 


Ricur HONOURABLE 


Sir John Thompſon, Kt. 


Lord Marok of the City 
of London. 


My Lo np, 


2 BEG leave to inſcribe 

@& Your Lordſhip's Name 
of PA to the following plain 
mp Diſcourſes. 


Your known pacific temper will 
not be diſpleasd with calm reaſon- 
ing, inſtead of fury and violence. 


A: Your 


-- 


iv The Dedication. 


- Your firm attachment to Virtue 
anD LiBERTY will not allow Your 
Lordſhip to employ the ſword 
(defign'd againſt immorality, which 
diſturbs the civil peace) for puniſh- 
ing, in the leaſt degree, disbelievers 


of the Chriſtian doctrine, or any 


part of it. 


Every one - ought to judg e for 


himſelf in Affairs of c and 
5 Salvation, and hath a right 
o publiſh his lentiments to the 


b though it were to be wiſh'd, 


when they do write any thing out 


of the common way of Thinking, 
they would do it with good man- 


ners, and not ſay things needlet- 
y ſhocking. | 


For the ſake of the argument, as 


well as in reſpect to Your Lordſhip, 
my firft Patron, I have ſtudiouſſy 


avoided ſaying. any thing in the 
Appe n- 


; ARES 
= 


The Dedication. »vV 
Appendix which might provoke. 
Good words, and cloſe arguments, 


are always beſt in religious contro- 
verſies; for | know not the man 


that 1 bear il- will to. 


I hope Your Lordſhip will accept 
my well meant endeavours, to revive 
dying Religion, too much felt by all 
good men, and to plead the Cauſe 
of pure and unmixd Chrifti- 


anity. 


I éheartily wiſh Your Lordſhip 
may be conducted by a wiſe and 
kind providence, through the re- 

mainder of Your year, whilft You 
have the honour to preſide over 


this moſt opulent City! 


And may years of Uſefulneſs and 


Comfort be added to Your Lord- 
ſhip's life! May the beſt of bleſ- 
ſings deſcend on Your Lordfhip's 
perſon and family! And may You, 


and 


VI T he Dedication. 


and They make to Tour ſelves friends 
of the deceitful Mammon, that when 
Te fail (For ALL FLESH Is GRass) 
they may recerve you into everlaſting 
babitations. 


Iheſe are the ſincere good wiſhes 
of many, beſides 


Jour Lordſhiy's 


moſt obe dient, 


humbl e Servant 5 


B-nj Andrews Atkinſon. 


NEG c b 
W 2 9 80 


READER 


HE followiag Diſcourſes are defigned 
for promoting Piety, not for the curious 
eye of the critick, 


ve eh in this 2 how 2 - 


and Relieion doth not . on 7 precarious prin- 
cCiples, as criticiſm is often built upon. 

Theſe diſcourſes from the pulpit ſeem'd to make 
ſome ſerious impreſſions on the audience, would to 
God the publication may be a means to revive them, 
and make them more deep and laſting. To their 
| ſervice they are particularly devoted, among whom 1 
am very willing to ſpend the reſt of my ſhort and un- 
certain life. In return, I defire they will remember 
me in their hours of devotion, that I may not run 
in vain, and labour in vain, but that we may 
rejoice together at the appearing of our Lord 

_ Teſus Chrift, with all his ſaints. 

e in the Miniſtry among the Diſſenters can't 
expect worldly advantages, but I believe I ſpeak 
the real ſentiments of all my brethren, that we pre- 
fer uſefulneſs to ſouls, before all temporal emolu- 
ments: Had not this been our governing view, we 
might have carried our ſmall fortunes into trade, N 
2 y the bleſſ ing of providence might have in- 
Creas 4. 


viii To the Reader. 


creas'd, and not leſſen d our ſulſtance. But for my 
own part, I bad rather leave a linle tomy children. 
with the fear of God, than thouſands without it. I had 
not touch 4 on this, if the Moral Fhiloſopher had 
not ſaid ©* the Silverſmiths will be all in an uproar 
55 Ie Diana, and religion will be their word, while 
e they mean nothing but their ſnrines“. To pre- 
vent others applying it to us, I have quoted it, though 
to do the author juſtice, J believe he had not his eye 
upon us. I have in the Appendix treated him 
wot as an avow'd enemy, but as a miſtaken friend; 
and ſince he is defirous to be a Chriſtian, I am not 
for denying him that honourable Name; and all the 
harm I wiſh him, is, that he may more and more do 


honour to that great and worthy Name by 


which we are called. 


I can't help thinking but that be hath read his Bible 
under an unhappy bias, aud ſhall be glad, if any thing 


here offered to his conſideration may be a means 
to ſet him right. And if I have in any place 


one elſe, to convince me of my miſlakes, for 7 don't 


pretend to infallibility. I am ſure, I have not de- 
figuedly miſtooł him; and would . the ſame can-„ 


dor to him which J deſire he would ſhow to me, or 
any other perſon. 
I uill treſpaſi no longer in this Preface, 6 con- 


clude with Horace's requeſt, both to my Reader, 


aud the author of the Moral Philoſopher. Si quid 


noviſti rectius iſtis, Candidus imperti, fi non 
his utere mecum. 


* His * page xi. 


Bridgewater ynar * 
July 19, 1737. 


. 


miſunderſicod kim, I ſhall be thankful to him, or any 


JER. vi. 29, 30. 


The Bellows are burnt ; the Lead is 
conſumed of the Be, the Founder 
meltetb in vam ; for the Wicked are 
not plucked 25 y. Re probate Silver 
ſhall Men call them, becauſe ihe 
Lord bath I. theme. 


— ſad and doleful State in 


which Religion is at this day, 
muſt be my Apology for 
3 chooſing theſe awful Words. 
2 Our caſe is truly repreſented 
by che petverſeneſs and incorrigiblenefs of 
the eus, God's own people; iniguity not on- 
ly abounds, but what is a much worſe ſymp- 
tom, the love of many (of moſt Profeſſors) 
waxeth cold; there 1s little love left among 
us; love to God, love to one another; 
love to ſabbaths, ſermons and ſacraments; ; 
love to Cloſet and Family- Religion. 
_ Buſineſs, news, or trifles 65 ot to ſay 
wol le ching fill up the Converſation of 
B modern 
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10 Of the Decay of Practical Religion 


modern Profeſſors. Oh! that my bead was 


waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears; 


that I could not only lament theſe things, 

but do more towards amending them. 

Bat complaining. will not do; weeping 
muſt not hinder ſowing, therefore let every 


one reſolve to do their part. If heads of 


families would be perſuaded to reform 


themſelves, and their houſes, this would 
be a good ſtep towards a general Reforma- 
tion; and, to ſpeak my mind freely, with- 


out this we have great reaſon to fear. God 
will farther depart from us, if he ſhould 
not remove the Candleſtick out of its place. 
The Candleſtick is a moveable in God's 
houſe; and what will it fignif7 to have 


the Goſpel continued, if the ſp:rit of the 


Goſpel be wholly withdrawn? If err Go- 
bel be bid, it is bid to them that ore loft. 
In whem the God of this world bath blinded 


| tbe eyes of thoſe that believe not; leſt the 


light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who is 
the image of God, ſhould ſhine into them, 
The Prophet is Bere conſtituted and 
appointed a Judge over this wicked and 
obſtinate People, I have ſet thee for a tower 
and a fortreſs among my pecple, that thou 
_ mayeſt know and try their Way. 
Then follows the charge or indict nent 


drawn up againſt chem: They are di 


8 ver. 27. 


Of the Decay of Practical Religion 11 


grievous revolters, walking with flanders. 


They are braſs and iron; they are all cor- 
ru ters. Not only ſome, but many; 
yea, the generality were not only revolt- 
ers, but grievaus revolters or backſliders : 
Walking with flanders : They are braſs and 
iron. Time was when they were like gold 
and ſilver, but new braſs and iron, baſe 
metals, and impudent, harden'd finners, 
that are not to be reclaimed ; they are all 
corrupters; not only corrupted, as all ſin- 


ners are, but they are corrupters of others. 


Men are firſt finners, and great ſinnere, 
before they are tempters of others to 
ET On” 
Ard thus the text is introduced. The 


_ bellows are burnt, The metaphor is bor- 

rowed from refiners of metals. The lead 
ts conſumed of the fire. Formerly they 
us'd lead as they now do quickſilver in re- 
fining metals. The founder melteth in 


vain. The Prophet had labour'd in vain, 


and ſpent his ſtrength for nought, for the 


wicked are not plucked away ©. They are 


ſo enſlav'd to their luſts, that neither or- 
dinances nor providences; neither mercies 


nor afflictions; no method infinite wiſ- 


dom and goodneſs can take can reclaim and 
recover them. 


b Ver. 28. © Ver. 29. 


© W Repra- 


1 2 Of the Decay of Practical Religion. 

Reprobate filver ſhall men call them, 
From their Profeſſion you would expect 
ſomewhat better than droſs; and as they 
| have departed from the Lord, ſo the Lord 
hath rejected them *, 

The Propher had worn out his lungs, 
and had picached ro them till he was 
| hoarſe: He hid taken various methods, 
endeavouring to allure them by many 
ſweet and precious promiſes. He had al- 
ſo thunder'd out moſt dreadiul threaten- 
ings, ſome of which had already been exe- 
cuted, but all was in vain. 

We may obſerve, 


I. God takes various methods with the 
wicked, to pluck them away, 1.e. from 
their wickednef:. 

II. It is a bad ſign, when the wicked 
grow worſe, inſtead of growing bet- 
ter, under melting ordinances, and 
humbling providences. 

III. Incorrigible finners make themſelves 
reprobate ſilver ; or they who get no 
good by ordinances and providences, 


are jullly celled by men reprovate ful- 


ver. 
IV. Sinners will be no better than re- 


probate ſilver, becauſe the Lord 2 * 


 rejelted them, 


0 Ver. 30. 


Tongs 
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Jonathan s Chaldee Paraphraſe is very 
remarkable. As the bellows of a 
“ founder which is burnt in the fire, ſo 
<« the voice of the Prophets who propheſy 
* to them, is ſilent. Be converted to my 
t Jaw, and they are not converted. And 
* as lead which melteth in the fire, ſo the 
te words of the Prophets who propheſy to 
e them, are uſeleſs, and their Teachers 
« who inſtruct them do them no good, 
« and they have not forſaken their evil 
« ways. Behold, for reprobate filver, call 


e them forſaken, becauſe the Lord hath 
* caſt them away.“ 


I. 07% The ns and bleſſed God takes 
various methods with the wicked, to 
pluck them ons; i. e. from their wicked- 
& . Bo 
He endeavours to melt them by his 
word and ordinances, and by providences, 


proſperous and afflictive: By his goodneſs 
he deſigns zo lead jinners to repentance, and 


by his judgments to awaken and work up- 
on their tear. 


e &c. 2075 N Ecce ſicut ſufflatorium ſuMatoris quod 
combuſtum eſt in medio i ignis, fic ſiluit vox Prophetarum qui 
prophetant eis. Convertimini ad legem meam, & non ſunt 
converſi. Et ſicut plumbum quod liqueſcit in medio forna- 
cis, fic ocioſa facta ſunt in oculis ſuis verba Prophetarum qui 
prophetant eis, & nihil prodeſt eis quod docent eos doctores 

eorum, & opera ſua mala non reliquerunt. Ecce pre argen- 
| # * obato abjectos vocate ec, quia projecit « eos Dominus. 


The 
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The lead is conſumed of the fire. By 
which ſome underſtand the word of God, 
which is weighty like lead. Others un- 
derſtand by it, judgments which fall 
heavy like lead upon finners; and they are 


the heavier, becauſe they are not reclaim- 


ed, or amended thereby. 5 

God ſpeaks once, yea twice, but men per- 
ceive it not. He ſpeaks often by his 
word, and when men turn the deaf ear, 
he makes uſe of his rod, ſending leſſer at- 
flictions to open their ears to inſtruction: 
They are afflicted with pain on their beds, 


and the multitude of their bones with frong 


their evil pur poſes, and hide pride from 
—_— Fen „„ 

God ſent various judgments upon the 
Jeus: For inſtance, Famine, I have 
given you cleanneſi of teeth in all your cities, 
and want of bread in all your places, yet 
bave you not returned unto me, faith the 


Lord. This is farther explained and en- 


larged upon. And a! I have with-beld 
the rain from you, when there were yet 
three months to the harveſt, and I cauſed it 


to rain upon one city, and cauſed it not to 


rain upon another city: One piece was rain- 
ed upon, and tie piece whereupon it rained 


_ mo? withered, So two or three cities wan- 


Amos iv. 6. 


der d 
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der'd unto one city to drink water, but they 


were not ſatisfied, yet have you not return- 


ed unto me, ſaith the Lords, To want wa- 


ter is a terrible calamity : When the Hea- 


ven over our heads is braſs, the earth under 


our feet will be iron. Thus they were for- 


ced to eat their bread by weight, and to 
drink their water by meaſure. 
When famine could not reclaim them 


Gad ſent another judgment. I have ſinit- 


ten you with blaſting and mildew ; when | 
your gardens, and your vineyards, and your 
fig trees, and your olive trees increaſed, the 


palmer worm devoured them, yet have ye 


not returned unto me, ſaith the Lord“. 
| God went farther in a way of judgment, 
ſending the ſweeping PESTILENCE, when 


former viſitations were diſregarded, I have 
ſent among you the Peſtilence after the man- 


ner of Egypt; your young men have Iain 
with the ſword, and have taken your horſes, 
and I have made the ſiink of your camps 
to come up into your noſtrils, yet bave 
ye not returned unto me, ſaith tbe 
Lordi. 3 3 

And when theſe judgments did not pre- 
vail on them to return unto the Lord, he 
proceeded in a more awful manner. I 
bave overthrown ſome of you, as God over- 
threw Sodom and Gomurrah, and ye were 


8 Ver. 7, 9, h Ver. 9. i Ver. 10, 


ay 
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as a firebrand pluckt out of the burning : 
Yet have ye not returned unto me, ſaith the 
Lord*. q. d. I have laid waſte ſome of 
your cities by thunder and lightning, and 
they that remained were like a firebrand 
 pluckt out of the burning, half conſum'd, yet 
this awful viſitation did not make deep and 
laſting impreſſions upon your minds. 
Therefore thus will J do unto thee, O 
Iſrael, and becauſe I will do this unto thee, 
prepare to meet thy God, O Iſrael '. 
God waits long, before he gives up fin- 
ners as incurable and incorrigible, For be 
takes no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, 
but bad rather that the wicked would turn 
from his way and live. The ruin and 
_ damnation of ſinners is not pleaſant to the 
God of mercy, who is flow to anger, and 


| full of compaſſion, and eady to ſpare — 


He looketh upon men, and if any jay, I have | 
ſinned, and perverted that which was right, | 


and it profited me not, be will deliver bis 
foul from going into the pit, and his life 
ſhall fee the light ®, If finners repent and 
amend how ready is God to receive them 
after all their backſlidings! I have ſurely 
beard Ephraim bemoaning Liinſelf thus, 
thou baſt cbaſtiſed me, and I was cid; 
as a bullock unaccuſtomed to the yohe, Turn 
thou me, and I ſhall be turned, for th 


k Ver. 13. Ver. 12. m Job xxxiiz; 27, 28. 


1 art 
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art the Lord my God. Surely after that 
J was turned, I repented, and after that 
I was inſtructed, I ſinote upon my thigh, 
TI was aſhamed, yea, even confoundea, 
becauſe I did bear the reproach of my 


youth, Obſerve now with what love and 


endearment God ſpeaks of Eplraim, tho 
once a very perverſe and froward child! 
1s Ephraim my dear ſon? Is he a pleaſant 
Child? For fince I ſpake againſt him, I do 
earneſtly remember him ſtill : Therefore my 
bowels are troubled for bim; I will ſure- 
ly have mercy upon him, ſaith the Lord. 
This our bleſſed Lord hath repreſent- 
ed to us in the moſt beautiful and af- 
fecting manner in the well known para- 
ble of the prodigal ſon, who, on his 
ſubmiſſion was moſt kindly received by 
his father, though he had ſpent his ſub- 
ſtance with riotous living, and had no 
thoughts of returning home till mere ne- 
ceflicy oblig'd him . Y 5 
And when finners grow incorrigible, 
that God is under a neceſſity to caſt 
them off, that he may keep up the ho- 
nour of his laws and government, it is 
with great backwardneſs, for judgment 
is his ſtrange work, and his ſtraunge at : 
He is unwillingly brouglit to it. How 


£ n Jer, xXXxi. 18, 19, 20. ® Luke xv. latter end. 
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ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim? How ſhall 
T deliver thee, Iſrael? How ſhall I make 
thee as Admah? How ſhall I ſet thee as 
Zeboim? Mine heart is turned within 
me, my repentings are kindled together. 
J will not execute the fierceneſs of mine 
anger, I will not return to deſtroy Ephra- 
im; for I am God and not man, the holy 
One in the midſt of thee, and I will not 
enter into the city v. q. d. How ſhall | 
I bring my ſelf to give up 1/rael and | 
Ephraim, a people once ſo dear to me? | 


It is true, they deſerve to be treated wth 


greater ſeverity than Sodom and Gomor- 


rah, Admah and Zeboim, becauſe the | 


wicked inhabitants of thoſe cities were 


never favour'd with ſuch excellent means 


of grace and inſtruction; and though I 
might proceed with great ſeverity, yet 


I will not execute the fierceneſs of my | 
Wrath, Sc. 5 


Hereby it is plain, beyond contradi- | 


ion, that God takes various methods | 


with finners to amend them, and fo | 
pluck them away from their wicked- 
_ neſs, | 


II. O5/: It is fad with a ſinful people, 
when, inſtead of growing better under 


P Hoſea xi. 8, 9. 


melt- 
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melting ordinances, and humbling pro- 
vidences, they grow worſe. If finners 
are not the better for ordinances and pro- 
vidences, they will be the worſe. | 

God's word and rod ſhall not return 
unto him void ; For as the rain cometh 
down, and the ſnow from heaven, and re- 
turneth not thither, but watereth the 
earth, and maketh it bring forth and 
bud, that it may give ſeed to the ſower, 
and bread to the eater, ſo ſhall my word 
be that goeth forth out of my mouth (my 
word of promiſe and of threatening) it 
ſhall not return unto me void, but it 
ſhall accompliſh that whith I pleaſe, it 
ſhall proſper in the thing whereto J ſent 
it 4. 3 | 3 

God's primary deſign in ſending his 
word and rod is to humble and prove 
finners, that he may do them good in their 
latter end; but if they are not humbled 
and reformed, then his fecondary deſign 
will take place; for if God be not glo- 
rify'd by finners repentance and conver- 
ſion, he will be glority'd upon them in 
their righteous condemnation: One way 
or other God will be glorified, either 
by the exaltation of his mercy in their 
repentance and ſalvation, or in the ma- 


* Ia. ly. 10, 11. 


C2 nifeſtation 
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nifeſtation of his juſt vengeance in their 
ruin and deſtruction, which they bring 


upon themſelves by their own wilfulneſs 
and obſtinacy. 


And it will be worſe with Sinners, 
who periſh from under the means of In- 
ſtruction and Reformation, than with 
others. The more excellent the means 
are, which ſinners abuſe, the more terri- 
ble will the vengeance be, which God 
will take: Jt ſhall be more tolerable in 
the day of judgment for the land of Sodom, 
then for Capernaum, that had been cxalt- 
ed to heaven in external privileges and 
mente 


This Obſervation briefly applied. 


Let us now ſeriouſly and impartially 


_ enquire, Are we the better or the worſe 


for ordinances and providences ? God bath 


been hewing us by his Prophets, and flays> 


ing us by "the words of bis mouth. And 
we have not been without the rebukes 
of his providence. Have we turn d to 
bim that te; ? And, have we ſought the 
Lord of Hojts? 

Are our corruptions mortified, and our 
graces ſtrengthened, by the word and or- 
dinances of God's houſe, and by the va- 


rious diſpenſations of his providence? 
N | Or, 


Of the Decay of Practical Religim. 21 
Or, are we as we us'd to be? As much 
ſet upon our idols, and as much eſtranged 
from God as ever? 5 
Do none, into whoſe hands theſe pa- 
pers may come, fall under this chara- 
Aer? Oh! that God would be pleaſed 
to ſet home this plain warning, by the 
powerful operation of his own ſpirit, 
that they may ſtop and conſider theie 
ways, before it be too late, for be that 
deſpiſeth his ways ſhall die. 
If you will not take time to conſider 
theſe things, remember, you will have 
a ſad and ſorrowful eternity to pore up- 
on your loſt ſtate, and to reflect upon 
your paſt fin and folly, when you will 
have no vain amuſements to divert your 
thoughts, but you will not be able to avoid 
looking back with anguiſh (and who can 
deſcribe the greatneſs of it!) upon the 
_ eſpecial advantages you enjoyed to ſecure 
heaven and eſcape hell, and that by your 
own wretched madneſs you would not 
be perſuaded ro turn unto God. Oh! 
think, and think again and again, you are 
haſtening to heaven or hell; and now, 
under the influences of the bleſſed Spi- 
rit you may eſcape that dreadful place 
of torments, into which all the ungod- 
 Iy will be ſhortly plung'd: Remem- 
ber this ye that forget God, left be tear 


you 
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you in pieces, and there be none to de- 


ver. 


III. 05% Incorrigible finners make 
themſelves reprobate filver; or they who 
get no good by ordinances and provi- 
dences are juſtly called by men repro- 
| bate filver They are refuſe and 
counterfeit, and no better than falſe mo- 
ney, that will not paſs current among 
men. 5 

Incorrigible ſinners are good for no- 
thing, but will be rejected like reprobate 
ſilver. This is repreſented to us elſe- 
where by another ſimilitude; The earth 
| that drinketh in the rain, that comes 
off upon it, and bringeth forth herbs 
meet for him, by whom it is dreſſed, 
recerveth bleſſing from God. But that 
which beareth briars and thorns is nigh 
* curſing, whoſe end is to be burn- 

a. 5 . 
They are good for nothing but to 
be cut down as unfruitful trees, and 
to be caſt into that fire that is unquench- 
able. PF 

Yea, they are worſe than the openly 
profane, becauſe they have the appear- 
ance of filver, and thereby deceive ma- 


OE. Heb. Vi. T» 8, 


Dy, 
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ny, when in reality they are reprobate 
. (falſe) Alver. 


This is true of hypocrites, who ap- 
pear to be what they are not: They are 
like the Church of Laodicea, that was 


neither cold nor hot, and therefore 


Chriſt threatens ro ſpew her out of his 
mouth, 


APPLICATION. 


Let us endeavour to be real ſilver; 


real Chriſtians, or none at all ; ſterling, 


or we ſhall not paſs: Neicher God, nor 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, nor good Men, 


will own us, but we (hall be called repro- 
 bate ſilver. 


| Thou deſireſt truth in the inward parts: 
Without truth and ſincerity we are no- 
thing, and with it we are every thing 


in the fight of God: Behold an Iſraelite 
indeed! in whom is no guile . God hates 
an Heart and an Heart, as the Hebrews 
ſpeak ; that is, a divided Heart, an Heart 
divided between God and the World: 
No Man can ſerve two (ſuch) Maſters, 


whole commands are ſo contrary to each 
other. 


c John i. 47. 


IV. 
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IV. O6 No wonder incorrigible ſin- 
ners will be called reprobate filver by 
men, becauſe the Lord hath rejected them, 
_ it be here obſerved. 
Thar incorrigible finners will be 
rejected of God, though he bear long, 
he will not bear always, He endur'd the 
evil manners of the unbeliving, murmur- 
ing Iſraelites in the Wilderneſs, but at 
length their carcaſes fell in it — After 
their ſettlement in Canaan he bore long 
with them, rill by their fins they pro- 
voked God to carry them captive; the 
ten tribes being carried into Myria, and 
Judab and Benjamin to Babylon for ſe- 
venty years. 
2. They will be eſteem'd by men re- 
pProbate filver, whenever this is the caſe; 
all good men will eſteem them no bet- 
ter, for they think of perſons and things 
as God doth; and undoubtedly they 


will be eſteemed no better by the holy | 


angels. 

Yea, by men as bad as chemſelves, 
they will be eſteem'd reprobate ſiluer; 
ſo the Jews were treated by the Chal- 
deans, Who carried them captive; and 
afterwards by the Romans; they treated 
them as good for nothing, as men do 
money that is not current coin with the 
| merchant. | 


Such 


Of the Decay of Praflical Religim. 25 


Suck Perſons are like ſalt when it hath 


fot its ſavour; What is it good for, but 
to be thrown upon the dunghill ? So 
when God's profeſſing People, who ſhould 
ſeaſon and enlighten others, loſe their 
light and favour, they will be deſerved- 


ly eſteemed reprobate filver, fit for no- 


thing, but to be rejected both by God 
and men. 

When God gave the Jeus a Bill of 
divorce, and wrote on them Lo-AMMn, 
Ye are not my people, and I will not be 
your God, they were ſoon deſpis'd by 
their neighbouts, and became an ealy 
prey to every invader; they were made 


the tail, who had been, whilſt obedient, 


the bend of the nations. Formerly thets 
land was called HEPHZZIBAH and BEVu- 


' LAH, for the Lord delighted in them, 
and was married to them; but when they 
forſook the Lord, it was CaBuLr, as 
Hiram called the cities Solomon gave bim, 


becauſe they pleaſed bim not. 
APPLICATION. 


Is not this our very Caſe ? Are not the 
bellows burnt ? Is not the lead, &c. 

I will mention only two ſad moral 
ſymproms, and they are very viſible 
amongſt us at this day, and we may the 

more 
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more ſafely depend on them, becauſe 
our bleſſed Lord hath given them as two 
ſigus of a bad ſtare of things: Foretell- 
ing the deſtruction of Feru/alem he ſays, 
Becauſe iniquity ſhall abound, the lave of 
many will wax cold. The one gene- 
rally accompanieth the ather, and is 
the cauſe of it: When iniquity abounds, 
the love of many will wax cold; and fo vice 
wo. 5 ws 

1. Doth not zn:guify. abound among us? 
Do not all ſorts of wickedneſs abvund ? 
Lying, deceiving, ſwearing, profane and 
falſe ſwearing? Neither do I think the 
ſubſcribing Articles of Faith men don't 
believe is better than lying, and the 
worſt fort of lying, becauſe it is lying 
in men from whom we might expect 
the greateſt regard to truth; and, at a 
time, when (if ever) men are, or ſhould 
be molt ſincere, when they are going in- 
to holy Orders, and ſay they are moved 
by the Holy Ghoſt; now certainly the 
Holy Ghoſt never inſpires men to tell 
lies in God's name, or to ſpeak or ſub- 
ſcribe deceitfully for Ged. 
' Drunkenneſs, and lewdneſs of all kinds, 
the worſt not excepted; ſabbath-break- 


ing, deſpiſing government, even that of L 


n 


Pa- 
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Parents, are common among us; and 1 
was going to ſay, the authority of Mini- 
ſters, but I remember, our police age 
will not bear that word ; I therefore 
chooſe to ſay, many don't pay that re- 
gard and reſpect which is due to the office 
of the Miniſtry. I wiſh the preſent neg- 
let don't degenerate in time into a 
contempt of it ; the imprudence of ſome, 
the ignorance of others; and the hypo- 


criſy, not to ſay the immoral behaviour 


of others, have been a ſad occaſion of 
the contempt of the Clergy; but let 
not the Office be deſpiſed, we ought to 
magnify our office, though not our ſelves; 


we are defirous to preach Chriſt Feſus 
the Lord, and our ſelves your ſervants 


for Teſus his ſake: Let nor the innocent 
_— with, and on account of the guil- 


. Are there no laborious miniſters among 


us? Men of ſubſtantial learning and pie- 


„who love God and Chriſt, and the 


2 of men? 


To proceed: Doth not infidelity in- 


creaſe and gain ground ? The age ſeems 
much inclin'd to it: A man of a refin'd 
taſte is roo wiſe to be inſtructed by reve- 


lacion, reaſon within him, and the works 


of God without him; are ſufficient to di- 
rect him in the way of virtue, to true 
happineſs; though the moſt confiderable 

D 2 di. 
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diſcoveries our modern, or as they affect 
to be called, our Chriſtian Deiſts, have 
made, ate owing to the Goſpel, that dull, 
heavy book, as they ignorantly (I would 
charitably hope) if otherwiſe I might 
term it, blaſphemouſly call it; Father 
forgive them, and grant them true repen- 
eance, for they know not what they do. 


Ho came theſe gentlemen to talk wich 


fo much more affurance of future, ever- 
-laſting rewards, for imperfe& virtue here, 
than Socrates, Cicero or Plato? Here is 
the difference, they have look'd into the 
bible, a favour never indulg'd to the Pa- 
727277 ĩ oY | 
2. Doth not the love of many wax | 
cold? This is a worſe fymprom than the 
other, for it is among profeſſors, where- 
as the other is chiefly among the pro- 
phane. There were always wicked peo- 
ple in the world ſince the days of Cain; 
but I think there is great reaſon to com- 
plain, when they who make a profeſſion 
of religion, or in the language of St. Paul, 
Name the name of Cbriſt, do not depart 
from iniquity, Is not the number of 
truly good men ſmall? And the number 
of the eminently good ſtill ſmaller? _ 
Doth not the love of many profefſ- 
ſors to God, to Chriſt, to one another, 
do ſabbaths, prayers, ſermons and ſacra- 
= „ ments; 
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ments; to cloſet-devotion, and family- 
religion, doth not their love in all theſe 
inſtances wax old? Their love to the 
world increaſeth, whilſt their love to in- 
viſible realities decreaſes : F any man love 
the wworld, the love of the Father is not in 
him. 
Though the Government doth not, as 
in the reigns of king James and Charles 
the Firſt; countenance the profanation of 
the Lord's Day, by ordering a Book 
oF SPORTS to be read from the pul- 


pit, bur by many good laws and procla- 


mations forbids it, yet, do we keep the 
Lord's Day as Arialy as the Puritans 
us'd to keep it? The difference between 
us and them lies here, they oppos'd the 


_ . profanaticn of that holy day, though en- 
join'd by human authority, whereas we 
neglect it, when we have the laws of 


Gd and man on our fide for keeping 
i holy ; and doth not the obſervation 


of it degenerate into heartleſs forma- 


lity ? 
That I may ow my good will, tho 


my influence can go but a little way, 


I will offer ſome things by way of mo- 
tive, to ſtir up you and my ſelf to put 


a ſtop to this fad degeneracy of profeſſors, 
and then I will clote with a tew advi- 


ces by way of direction, 


The © 
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” The Motives are theſe, 


1. Conſider, the ſame cauſe will pro- 
duce the ſame effects. When Feruſalem 
became refrobate filver ſhe was rejected 
of God. When the wicked were not pluck- 
ed away ( from their wickedneſs) and 
the formaliſts among them would not 
be recover'd from their heartleſneſs in 
religion to a ſpiritual way of worſhip, 
they were rejected of God: So it will 
be with all others in the like circum- 
ſtances. Let us nof ſettle on our lees, 
and cry, the temple of tbe Lord, the tem- 
ple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord ; 
let us not depend on our external pri- 
vileges, and imagine, if God caſts us 
off, he will want a church on earth; 
this was the fatal miſtake of the 
Zews, the deſperate rock on which they 
1plir. 
* Conſider from whence this ſad de- 
ſtruction will come; not from open, 
avowed enemies to God and goodneſs; 
not from the infidel or profane part of the 
land, no! but from the profeſſing part, 
from the pretended friends to vittue and 
piety. The formality of profeſſors at this 
day, ſeems to threaten us with ſome ter- 
rible approaching ſtorm; for 1 think we 
| can't 
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ean't be much worſe whilſt we retain 
the Chriſtian name, and the outward 
form of godlinelſs. 

And ſhall not this be laid to hearr, 


that religion is wounded in the houſe of 
its friends? yea, deſtroyed there, and re- 


ceives its deadly wound, where it ought 


to be ſupported and encouraged. 
Conſider how long we have been 
indulged and favoured with the Goſpel : 


We have enjoy'd it many ages fince the 


firſt publication of it to the world. What 
reformed church hath been more fa- 


voured with the great bleſſings of the 


Reformation from Popery, than we in 


. theſe lands? 


Look abroad, and fon what deſolati- 


ons the Lord hath made in many fa- 
mous reformed churches ! Icy aBop hath 


been written in moſt legible chara- 


&ers upon them, their glory and defence 
is departed. 


The Proteſtant religion hath been ſup- 


preſs'd in France fifty years, and there 
is juſt ground to apprehend, that 


one great reaſon which provoked God 
to give them up into their enemies 
hands, was their profaning the Lord's 


days, which their miniſters, and other 
good men, endeavour'd to prevent. We 
ought "to take warning; they would 


have 
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have their dancings and merry-makings 


on the evening of the fabbath, after 
the publick worſhip was over ;. though 


Jam of ſaint Auftin's mind, Mallem 


arare quam faltare die Dominicd TL 


would rather follow buſineſ than find 


| Pleaſure on that day. It muſt be allowed, 
in extenuation of the crime of the 


French Proteſtants, they put the obſer- 


vation of the firſt day of the week as 


the Chriſtian ſabbath on an ecclefiaſti- 
cal foot, and not as we do, on a di- 
vine appointment, which renders our 


neglecting the ſabbath more criminal. 
Having enjoyed the Goſpel ſo long, 


and abuſed it ſo much, may we nor 


fear, leſt the kingdom of God ſhould be ta- 


Len from us, and given to a nation that 
Hall bring forth the fruits thereof? 


That is an awful meſſage ſent from 
the Lord by the Prophet Jeremy, Go 


ye now unto my place which was in Shi- 


loh, where I ſet my name at the firſt, 
and ſee woat 1 did to it, for the wicked- 
neſs of my people, Iirael. In Shilob, Hoph- 

and Phinebas, thoſe wicked prieſts, 
by their coretouſneſs, lewdneſs, and other 
crimes, made men abt "or the offerings of 
tbe Lord . . And now becauſe BL bave 


v 1 Sam. ii. 17. 


done | 
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done all theſe works, ſaith the Lord, 
and I ſpake unto you, riſing up early, 


and ſpeaking, but you beard not; and 1 
called you, but you anſwered not. Tbere- 


fore will I do unto this houſe, which is 
called by my name, wherein ye truſt, and 
unto the place which I gave to you, and 
t your fathers, as J have done to Shiloh. 
And I will caſt you out of my fight, as J 
have caſt out all your brethren, even the 
whole ſeed of Ephraim *. I 
4. Can things be much worſe with us, 
_ whilſt we retain the Chriſtian name, and 
the outward form of godlineſs? That ini- 
quity doth abound cannot be denied ; and 


doth not the love of many profeſſors wax 


cold? What worſe ſymproms can a pro- 
feſſing people have of God's diſplea- 
ſure, and have had for many years paſt ? 
And I fear we are growing worſe and 
worſe. 3 - 
5. Are we not making ſome ſevere 
ſcourge neceſſary to awaken us, if 
God hath mercy yet in reſerve for 
us ? 


The worſe we grow, the more we 
ſhall 'deſerve, as well as want to be 


chaſtiſed ; and the faſter we fall aſleep, 


the greater ſeverity will be neceſſary to 


3 Jer. vi. 12, 13, 14s 35: 
E awake 
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awake us. Is there not juſt reaſon to 


fear we are ripening apace for ſome 
awful viſitation? But what it will be, 
and from what quarter it will come, God 
only Knows. 

6. Conſider, the true way to prevent 


it, or to be prepar'd for it, or to abate 
the fury of ſuch a viſitation, is to re- 
turn to God, and to ſerve him with all 
our heart, The advice given by this 
Prophet in the name of God is very 
| ſvitable and ſeaſonable: Be inſtructed, O 
Jeruſalem, /eft my foul depart from thee, leſt 
I make thee deſelate, a land not inhabited”, 


Therefore thus will I do unto thee, ſays God 


by another Prophet, and becauſe I will do 


this, prepare to meet thy God, O Iſrael . 


I proceed now to give you a few 
heads of advice; and ſhall I prevail with 
my readers to put them in practice, from 


a conviction of their importance? 
1. Look well to your ſelves, and take 
care in the firſt place of your own ſouls; 


fee that you be real, thriving Chriſtians : 
Don't content your ſelves with a name 
that ye live, if indeed ye are dead. 


Suffer the word of exhortation ; be 


_ conſcientious in paying your morning 


* Chap. vi. 8. a Amos iv. 12. 


* 


= 


and | 


5 
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and evening addreſſes to God in ſecret, 


and in your families; and take care 
that you be fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the 


Lord. : 3 
| Have done with your late clubs, that 
do break in upon cloſet-devotion, and 


family-religion; love to retire from a 


buſy, noiſy world, that you may con- 
verſe with God and Chriſt, and hea- 
ven. 
2. As far as you can promote the 
welfare and ſalvation of others, eſpeci- 


ally your children and ſervants, friends 


and acquaintance: None but they that 
are of Cain's ſelfiſh ſpirit, will fay, Am 


I my brother's keeper ? 


Though it 1s peculiarly incumbent on 


miniſters, to watch over the ſouls of 


their people, for which reaſon they are 


called watchmen, overſeers, or bijhops, 


yet it belongs to all Chriſtians fo pray 
one for another, and to watch one over 
another, and to promote each other's 
good. 55 N 

Set up family-worſhip, inſtruct thoſe 
under your care in a plain, familiar 
way, that they may underſtand you, and 


inſtruct them in thoſe things which are 
moſt uſeful and practical, wherein all 
good men are agreed; for inſtance, in 
the immortality of the ſoul, the good- 
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neſs of God, the love of the Redeemer, 
the evil of fin, the neceſſity of faith, 
repentance, and holineſs, and how they 
ought to behave one towards another, 
and towards all with whom they have 
to do, whether ſuperiors, inferiors, or 
equals. | 
Make religion, and the duties of it, 
pleaſant to them, which you may do 
by variety; ſinging pſalms and hymns, 
reading the ſcriptures, and aſking them 


_ queſtions on what you read, and encou- 


raging them to aſk queſtions; and ſo- 
lemn prayer ſhould never be omitted. 
Next to reading the Bible, at leifure 


hours, eſpecially Lord's days in the even- 


ing, you would do well to go over the 
ſermons that have been preach'd, and 
endeavour to impreſs their minds with 


what they have heard. 


In reading the holy Scriptures, I ſhould 
think, the hiſtory of the creation, @&c. 


contain'd in Gees, and the beginnin 


of Exodus, will be uſeful and delight- 
ful; Leviticus and Numbers may be 
for the preſent paſt over; then you 
may proceed to the ſettlement of the 
Iſraelites in Canaan, as recorded in the 
book of Jug, leaving out all thoſe 
cbapters about dividing the land. 5 


The 
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The Book of Pſalms and Proverbs 
ſhould be often read in the cloſer and 
family. In the New Teſtament, the four 
Evangeliſts and A#s are moſt eaſy and 
uſeful; th? Epiſtles have ſome things 
hard to be underſtood ; and it were to be 
wiſh'd you would read the ſhorteſt Epi- 
ſtles firſt, that you may read an Epiſtle 
through at once. | 

Belides the Bible, I would recom- 
mend to you ſuch practical books, as 
Archbiſhop Tillotſon's ſermons, and Do- 
or Samuel Clark's; Mr. Bennet's Chri- 


ian Oratory, and Dr. Wright's Treatiſe 
of the New Bzrth. 


Above all, be examples to your fa- 
milies; ler Religion run through your 
whole converſation, and have a go- 
verning influence on you through the 
whole week. Be holy, humble, wean- 
ed from the world, kind and compaſſi- 
onate, of forbearing and forgiving tem- 

ers. 

F 3. Encourage private ſocieties for De- 
votion: A few good people meeting 
once a week to read the holy Scrip- 
| tures, and other devotional tracts, and 
conferring together on practical ſubjects 
of Religion, and praying together, have 
been attended with many good conſe- 
quences in ſeveral places. I would re- 


commend. 
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commend ſuch private Meetings t 
thoſe of my charge, in which they 
may depend on my aſſiſtance, advice, 
and encouragement ; this will be the 
way to recover from our fad declenfions, 
and to firengthen the things which remain, 
and are ready to die. 
4. Hold on, and perſevere in the way 
of peace and holineſs, and God will be 
with you. Under this I beg leave to 
add, be ready to join with good men of 
every denomination in all good works: 
Be not weary of well-doing, for you ſhall. 
reap in due ſeaſon, if you faint not. 
We in the miniſtry have many diſcou- 
ragements, but we muſt go on in the 
way of our duty, neceſſity is laid on us; 
yea, wo to us, if we preach not the Go- 
ſpel. We muſt not quit our. ſtations, 
though we are not ſo uſeful as our fa- 
thers were, or as we heartily deſire to 
be; we muſt comfort our ſelves with 
this that our judgment is with the 
Lord, and our work with our God. And 
though Iſrael be not gather'd, yet ſhall 
we be glorious (if faithful) in e eyes 
of the Lord, and our God will be our 
ſtrength *, And upright Chriſtians are 
to perſevere in the way of well. doing, | 


2 Ia. xlix. 4, 5- 
though 


though they ſee but little good done by 
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them. 


Thus I have, my dear friends and 
brethren, in a plain and familiar way, 
lamented the decay of viral, practical 
Religion, which pious men in tke eita- 
bliſhment, as well as out of ir, behold 


with grief. May the good Spirit of 


God accompany theſe weak, but well 
meant endeavours, to ſerve the cauſe of 
virtue and. piety, of love and charity. 


To cloſe all, let us in this age do, as 


the good people did in Malacbi's time, 


which was an age of that lukewarm-_ 


neſs among profeſſors, and of open pro- 
faneneſs among others; Then, they that 
feared the Lord, ſpake often one to ano- 
ther ; they encouraged one another in 


endeavouring to ſtem the tide of infi- 
delity, protaneneſs and lukewarmneſs, 


that was breaking in upon them: And 


the Lord hearkened and heard it, and a 


| book of remembrance was written before 


him, for them that feared the Lord, and 
that thought on his name*. On which, 
and the two next verſes, I ſhall give 
you a few practical remarks in the ſame 
manner, in the following Sheets, And 


» Chap. iii. 16. 


40 Of the Decay of Practical Religion. 
1 commend theſe, and all my other en- 
deavours, for the glory of God, the ſpread- 
ing the Redeemer's kingdom, and the 
promoting the common Salvation, to the 
 blefling of heaven. Amen. 


LI \ . — 2 L- _ P4 "4 
r 
4 ——_ 222 N 


. 


y i PF | 
— 
CY - * ml 
E - 1 i'r 
* 1 
/ FE. 
— % % 
* * 4 — oh 2 * 
i 4 * a 


Dis couks E II. 


28 the SCRIPTURE 
Marnop of Reviving PRACTI- 
CAL GoDLINESS. 

eecge ge L,auƷn ko,ðöae aG 

MAL. ut. 16. 

Then they that feared the Lord, ſpake 


often one to another, and the Lord 
bearkened, and heard; it, and a Book 


of Rotwalrane mar wriften before 


him for them that ſeared the Lord, 


and that thoug bt 2991 his Name. 


ed the decay of virtue and 
E piety, i mall hope every ſe- 
rious Chriſtian will readily 
imitate the example recom- 


mended to us in my text; in which we 


have, 
N I. The 


EAVING in the former Dis- 


& courſe confider'd and lament- 


mY 


4.2 The Scripture Met bod of 


I. The laudable practice of good peo- 
ple at that time, Then they that fear- 
ed the Lord, ſpake often one to ano- 


ther. 


II. The notice God took of it; And | 


the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and 
a book of remembrance was written be- 
fore him for them that feared the Lord, 
and that thought upon his name. 


I. I begin with the commendable pra- 
tice of good men in that looſe, degenerate 
age; Then they that feared the Lord, ſpake 
often one to 8 We have here the 
character of theſe good people, They fear- 

ed the Lord. And their practice, they 

ſpake often one to another, Occas I- 
ONALLY and STATEDLY, they had their 
private meetings for religious converſa- 
tion and prayer, to ſtrengthen and encou- 
rage one another in the way of holineſs 
and obedience. And what they ſpake 
about, which is imply'd. And Laſtly, 
The time when they /pake one to anotber, 
THEN, in an age when INFIDELITY, 
PRoFANENESs, LUKEWARMNESS, and 
* POCRISY, very much abounded. 

„. We have che character of theſe good 
people ; They feared the Lord. The fear 
of God is the beginning of W We 


are 
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are never truly wiſe, till we are ſo wiſe 
as to know God, and tt depart from evil. 
Good Obadiab feared the Lord from his 
youth. They that fear God will not dare 

to do any thing that they know will diſ- 
_ pleaſe him: This fear of God is the ſpring 
of obedience; I don't mean a ſlaviſh, fer- 
vile fear, when men look on God as an 
enemy and tyrant, but a filial, reveren- 
tial fear, ſuch as a dutiful child hath of 
offending a wiſe and kind parent: This 
fear is very conſiſtent with love to God, 
and delight in him. A map that fears 
God reſiſts temptation to fin, as Foſeph 
did, How can I do this great wickedneſs 
and ſin againſt God® ? 

May this fear of the divine Majeſty be 
implanted in our minds, and grow more 
and more! This fear will make us bold 
and couragious in the way of our duty, 
that we ſhall not be afraid of a man that 
ſhall die; and of the ſon of man who ſhall 
| periſh. The fear of man bringeth a ſnare, 


but whoſo putteth bis truſt in the Lora, ſhall 


be ſafe. 


2. I proceed to conſider the practice of 
theſe good people, They /pake often one 
to another: They did this OccAsiOoNAL- 
I and STATEDLY. 


2 1 Kings xvüi. 12. > Gen. xxxix. g. = 
SE Occa- 
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OccASIONALLY, as they met with one 
another. A word fitly ſpoken. In the 


Hebrew it is, A word on the wheels how 


good is it! As apples of gold in pictures of 


fifver. An occaſional word hath ſome- 
times done more * than a ſet diſ- 
courſe. 

I would have Chriſtians uſe themſelves 
to occaſional meditations, and prayers, 
and occaſional diſcourſe, A ſerious word, 
that comprehends much, may be ſuffici- 
ent. The preſent age will not bear long 
diſcourſes of religion in publick, much 
leſs in private. 

And theſe good people had their 874. 
TED MEETI1XGs in private. Beſides their 
publick aſſemblies, in which good and 
bad were intermingled, there were proba- 
bly private meetings: This hath obtain'd 
in ſome places with ſucceſs; this we be- 
ran laſt winter, and intend to revive ear- 


ly the next, if God permit. This, this . 


appears the moſt likely method we can 
take, to ſtrengtien the things that remain, 
and are ready to die; for I muſt confeſs, I 


am weary cf heartleſs formality in reli- 


gion. 
To ſpend a little time, once a week, 
with a few hearty friends to virtue and 


piety; to converic freciy and friendly; 


to Communicate our experiences, our 


doubts 
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doubts and fears, our difficulties and dan- 


gers, our ſnares and temptations; and to 


read ſome devotional book, and then pray 


together; this is ſpending the time un- 


ſpeakably better than at the Coffee-houſe 
or Tavern, where the man doth not ſhine, 


much leſs the Chriſtian, but the frailties, 
if not the ſins, of human nature, appear 
in very diſagreeable colours. 

Without ſomething of this nature, I 
am apt to think, we are not likely to pre- 
vail with the good Spirit to return to our 


ſolemn Aſſemblies. Theſe private meet- 


ings would oblige you to return to your 


cloſer- devotions; and to ſet up the wor- 


ſhip of God in your families, and to go 
into every religious ſervice with ſpirit 
and life. The effect would ſoon be very 
. ß 

3. We may enquire what they ſpake to 


one another about; they ſpake about, and 
lamented, no doubt, the abound:ry of ini- 


quity, and the decay of virtue and piety; 


and that many had only @ name 70 live, 
but were dead. 2 


The Jeus in Malachi's time were grown 


very profane, for they robb'd God of his 
tithes and offering® : Yea, they were grown 


to a contempt of God, for they are charg'd 
© Chap. ii. 8. 5 
ET with 
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with ſaying, It is vain to ſerve God; and 


what profit 1s it, that we have kept his 


ordinance, and that we have walked mourn- 


fully before the Lord of ho 2 


And in the former part of this Prophe- 

cy many fins are charg'd upon the prieſts 
themſelves, who by office were teachers 
of others. A jon honoureth his father, and 


a ſervant lis maſter ; if then I be a Father, 
where is my bonour ? And if I be a Maſter, 

where is my fear? ſaith the Lord of bojts, 
unto you, O prieſts, that deſpiſe my name. 
And ye ſay, wherein have we deſpiſed thy 
name? Ye offer polluted bread upon mine 
altar; and ye ſay, wherein have we po u- 


ted thee? In that ye ſay, the Table the 


/ 


Lord is contemptible *. And by hat fol- 
lows it is hinted, that the people, by the 
example of theſe corrupt prieſts, thought 


any thing good enough for God, who is 


the greateſt and beſt of all Beings — 
F ye offer the blind for ſacrifice, is it not 
evil? And i, ye offer the lame and ſicł, is 
it not evil? Offer it now unto thy Gover- 
nor, will he be pleaſed with thee, or accept 
thy perſon, ſaith the Lord of boſts'. Who 
is there even among you (prieſts) that would 
hut the diors for nought ? Neither do ye 
kindle fire on mine altar for naught, I have 


4 Mal. ii. 14. Chap. i. 67. f Ver. 8. 
„ _ 


{ 
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no pleaſure in you, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, 
neither will I accept an offe-ing at your 
hand . q. d. Iam ſure none of you would 

miniſter unto me in the pricſt's office, 
if you did not get ſome worldly advantage 
1 

"Fr ſaid alſo, Behold, what a wearineſs is 

it, and ye have ſniffed at it, ſaith the Lord 
of hoſts; and ye brought that which was 
torn, and the lame, and the ſick, Thus ye 
brought an offering; ſhould I accept this 
of your bands? ſaith the Lord. But cur- 
ſed be the deceiver, which hath in bis flock 

a male, and voweth and ſacrificeth unto the 
Lord a corrupt thing : For I am a great 
king, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, and my name 
is dreadful among the heathen *, 

And in the following chapter; The 
prieſts (whoſe lips ſhould keep knowledge) 
and at whoſe mouth they ſhould ſeek the lau, 
1 ſeeing be 1s the meſſenger of the Lord of 
| bofts, yet even they were departed out of the 
'| way, and had cauſed many to ſtumble at 
the law, for they bad corrupted the cove- 
nant of Levi, ſaitb the Lord of boſts. 
| Therefore (for your puniſhment) have J alſo 
made you contemptible and baſe before all 
the people, according as ye have not kept my 
ways, but have been partial in the law'. 


c Mal. i. 10. Ver. 13,14. Chap. ii. 2, 8, 9. 
: 2 _ It 
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Ic is not great ſwelling titles of vanity, 
nor large revenues, that will preſerve 
prieſts from contempt, but an holy and 
exemplary converſation, joined to a ſin- 
cere preaching the word, and diligent en- 
deavours to do good to ſouls; hereby God 
will be honoured, and the Redeemer's 
kingdom advanced and enlarged in the 
world. . . 

Now, concerning theſe ſad corruptions 
among prieſts and people, they that fear- 
ed the Lord ſpake often one to another ; and 
about the moſt proper method to redreſs 
theſe ſcandalous evils; and to ſtrengthen 
and encourage one another to perſevere in 
the way of holineſs and obedience, endea- 
vouring to ſtem the tide of open profane- 
neſs and heartleſs formality, 
4. And laſtly, under this general head, 
we may obſerve the time, when they ſpake 
often one to another; THEN, in an age of 
great degeneracy and lukewarmneſs ; then, 
when multitudes declar'd their intquity 
like Sodom, and were not aſhamed. | 

And when the prieſts, generally ſpeak- 
ing, behav'd like H:phni and Phineas, fo 
that men a#borr'd the offering of the Lord, 
not diſtinguiſhing between the divine ap- 
pointment of the prieſthood, and the ſcan- 
dalous abuſe of it by the wicked prieſts. 
The office of the Chriſtian miniſtry is un- 
2 doubtedly 
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doubtedly of divine appointment, and ve- 
ry uſeful: It is a wiſe and gracious ordi- 
nance, notwithſtanding many have ſhame- 
fully abus'd it. From the prieſts profane- 
neſs had gone out into all the land. And 
| indeed, when the teachers of religion are 
| men of bad lives, what can be expected 
from the people? The Prophets propheſy 
| falſly, and the prieſts bear rule by their 
means, and my people love to have it ſo, and 
what will ye do in the end? Thus God 
by his Prophet crieth out, A wonderful 
and horrible thing is committed in the land.. 
Wonderful and horrible indeed! Monſtrum, 
']  bhorrendum, informe, ingens. | 


IT. General head, I proceed to the no- 
tice God took of the behaviour of theſe 
good people, The Lord bearkened, and 
heard it, and a book of remembrance was 
written before him, for them that feared 
| the Lord, and that thought upon his name. 
The Lord was well pleaſed with their 

conduct, and took ſpecial notice of it, 
and it was recorded to their everlaſting 
| honour, that they might be rewarded 

hereafter, 5 

I. Let it be obſerv'd, who hearkened 

and heard, TE LoxD, Jebovab, who 


* Jer. v. 31. 1 Ve. 30. 


© Fn takes 


- 
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takes notice of every thing that is done 
under the ſun: The eyes of the Lord run 
to and fro throughout the whole earth, 
behalding the evil and the good; and eſpe- 
cially his eyes are upon the righteous, as 
bis ears are open to their cry. He there- 
by /heweth himſelf ſtrong on behalf of thoſe, 
whoſe bearts are upright before bim. 

Our great concern is with God; we 
have more to do with him than with the 
whole world; and ir ſhould be our buſi- 
ſineſs to ſecure his favour and friendſhip, 
and then all will be well; For God be 
with us, and for us, who can be againſt 
as? He that judgeth us is the Lord. 
2. We may farther obſerve what the 
Lord is here ſaid to do, He bearkened and 
beard. This is not a tautology, or vain 
repetition ; here is a particular deſign in 
this double expreſſion, to ſhow the great 
regard the Lord had to them, and the 


time. 

And it was written, no doubt, for our 
encouragement, that we ſhould herein 
imitate theſe good people, then the Lord 
will bearken and hear us. 

3. What was conſequent upon it, And 
a. book of remembrance was written before 
Lim. This is ſpoken after the manner of 
men, eſpecially princes and great men, 

„ N who 


pleaſure he took in their behaviour at this 
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who write down in their annals and me- 


 morandum books, the names and worthy 
_ deeds of thoſe they have a ſpecial regard 
for, and deſign to promote and reward. 


The great and bleſſed God hath no need 
of ſuch a book, becauſe his memory never 
fails him; he can't forget them that be- 
have well, with ſo much courage and re- 


folution, in a time of a general defection; ; 


it is, thus expreſſed to ſhow us, that he 
will take ſpecial care to reward thoſe that 
are good in bad times. There is the book 


of his omniſcience, and the book of provi- 
dence, in which are wrote down the 


names of ſuch diſtinguiſh'd WoRTHIES. 
4. The perſons are here particularly 
deſcrib'd for whom this book was defign'd, 
For them that feared bim, and that thought 
JJ 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wiſdom : It is often put for the whole 


of religion, as was obſerved before; 1 
will therefore paſs it over, and a little di- 
ſtinctly conſider the latter part of their 
character, they thought on bis name. By 
the name of God we underſtand the na- 


ture and perfections of God, as a man is 
known by his name. Whatever makes up 


the name of God is here included, as his 
wiſdom, power, holineſs, goodneſs, and 


faithfulneſs  _ 
Ps G 2 They 
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They thought on his name. This imports 
not a bare thinking, but a due eſteem, 
and awful regard of it, ſo as with all care 
to avoid every thing that may tend to the 
diſhonour of it; conſtantly to endeavour 
to walk as becometh them who profeſs to 
know and ſerve God, as always in his pre- 
ſence, and with reſpect to him, and fear 
of him. They (ſays Kimcbi) are in- 
„ rended, who always think, or meditate 
0 in the ways of the Lord, and the know- 
© ledge of his Godhead, for his name is 
d himſelf, and he (himſelf) is his name. 
« Aben Ezra anderſtands it of the wile in 
<« heart, who know the ſecret (or the 
* nn yſtery) of the glorious, awful name.” 
He ſeems to ailude to what is ſaid, P/alm 


XXV. 14. The ſecret of the Lord is with "1 


them that fear him. R. Tanchun ſays, 
« That the word »25wn Choſhebe, render'd 
t That thought on, imports or includes, 
8 honouring and magnifying.” The Sep- 
| ruagint tranſlate ir, That reverence bis 
name", | | 
They thought what they might, and 
ought to do for his name and honour in 
the world: They conſulted together what 
meaſures were proper to take, to revive 


dying Religion; how they ſhould mani- 


A Fanal. Vide Pocock & Poli n in 
locum. 8 - 


feſt” 
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feſt their regard to the name of God, and 
teach others to reverence it. 

They did not content themſelves with 
cold wiſhes, but they joined their endea- 
vours, and united their hearts and hands 
in ſo good a work. Thinking on God's 
name, without acting for it, will do no 
good towards reforming mankind; and ſo 
I underſtand thoſe words of David, It is 
time for thee, O Lord, to work. It ſhould 
be tranſlated, according to the Hebrew, 
It is time to work for the Lord". Good 
men ſhould think it a proper ſeaſon to 
unite together to work for the Lord, now 


Mien have made void bis law; and I add, 


endeavour to ſet aſide the Goſpel too, as 
will appear more fully in the Appendix 
to theſe diſcourſes, we ſhould ſay with the 
devour Pſalmiſt, Vo will riſe up for me 
(and with me) againſt the workers of ini- 
quity *? When the wicked trample on 
God's law, and deſpiſe his authority, and 
pour contempt on the blood of the covenant, 
and deny the Lord that bought them, and 
waſh off as far as they can the water of 
| baptiſm, and cancel their obligation to 
keep the Chriſtian covenant, it is time for 
good Chriſtians of all Denominations to 
lay aſide their little contentions, and to 


" Plal. crix. 126. fal. xciv. 16. 


unite 


54 The Scripture Method of 

unite againſt the common enemy. The 
Canaanite dwells in the land. Hanmbal 
ad Portas would reconcile the Romans ; 
and when Deiſm is at the door, ſhall not 
good Chriſtians ceaſe from curious ſpecu- 
lations, or diſputes about the meaning of 
a few difficult texts of Scripture, when 
the enemy is endeavouring to force the 


Old Teſtament out of your hands, and 


to explain away the ſenſe of the New? 

If we think on God's name to good 
purpoſe, we ſhall, in our ſeveral ſtations, 
pray down, and live down, the infidelity 


and profaneneſs of the preſent age, on the 


one hand, and the lukewarmneſs and 
heartleſneſs of it on the other. . 

Let us then unite in the common Cauſe 
of God and Chriſt, of virtue and piety, 


and of thoſe great and eſſential points of 
Chriſtianity, wherein all ſober Chriſtians 
are agreed; and inſtead of angry and 


wrathful diſputes among our ſelves, Fox 


WE ARE ALL BRETHREN, let us cul- 
tivate a ſpirit of piety towards God, of 


benevolence and charity towards man, as 


well as be very conſcientious in the pra- 


ctice of ſtrict juſtice and ſobriety. Thus 
we ſhall be living apologies for the truth 
of Chriſtianity, and whatever are the de- 
ſigns of men againſt the truth, whether 


more open and violent, or more ſecret. 
ä and. - 


Neviuing Pradlical Godlineſs. 55 
and artful, this is our comfort, Cbriſt 
| bath built bis church on a rock, and the 


gates of hell (the power and policy of 


earth and hell) — not prevail agarnſt 
it . 


p Matt. xvi. 18. 
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Discourse III. 


Concerning the REWARD 
that ſhall be beſtowed on thoſe 
who are Goop in bad Times. 
FEC 
MAL. iii. 17. 1 
And they ſhall be mine, ſaith the Lord, 
in the Day that 1 make up my 
Jewels, and I will ſpare them as a 
Man ſpareth bis own Son that ſerveth 


him, 


TY HESE words agree very well 
ih wich the cloſe of the preceding 
verſe, where it is ſaid, The Lord 
N] [EY hearkened and heard it; he took 
particular notice of, and was well pleaſed 
with the conduct of thoſe that feared the 

Lord, and who ſpake often one to another ; 
they ſtrengthen'd one another's hands, and 

en- 
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encourag'd their hearts, at a time, when 
iniguity abounded, and the love of many 
waxed cold. They confider'd what pro- 
per Methods were to be taken to pur a 
ſtop to the growth of infidelity and pro- 
faneneſs, and for reviving the power and 
practice of Godlineſs. 
It follows, And a book of remembrance 
was written before bim, for them that feared 
the Lord, and that thought on his name . 
This, I obſerv'd, is to be underſtood as 
ſpoken after the manner of men, eſpeci- 
ally of princes, who have annals by them, 
that they may look into upon occaſion, 
As Ahaſuerus one night, when he could not 
ſleep, commanded to bring the book of the 
records of the chronicles *, where Mordecat's 
good deeds, in diſcovering a private con- 
ſpiracy, was recorded. This phraſe, about 
a book being written, is to be underſtood 
in a way worthy of God, i. e. God takes 
as much notice of good men, eſpecially 
of them that are ſo in bad times, in or- 
der to reward them; as when a prince 
orders the names and ſervices of ſuch 
perſons to be wrote down in his annals for 
his own private uſe, that he may take 
an opportunity to beſtow ſuitable rewards 
— 


4 Ver. 16. Eſther vi. 1. 


= You 


©: , C6 
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You ſee this book was not wrote in 
vain, for in the verſe now before us it is 
added, They ſhall be mine, ſaith the Lord, 

&c. There are ſeveral readings of this 

verſe ; ſome read it as we do in our tran- 
lation: The meaning then is, Though 
* God, for a Time, ſuffereth good men, 
who are bis jewels and choice treaſure, 
to lie undiſtinguiſh'd among the wick- 
« ed, yet the time is coming, when he 
« will make a viſible difference between 
* them.” | 
Others read the words thus, oy They 
ſhall be to me a peculiar treaſure in the 
e day when I do or make,” i. e. when I 
perform what I have promiſed ; ſo they 
Join the word jewels with the firſt words, 
They ſhall be mine, &c.— Reading the 
words in this manner, the ſenſe is very 
obvious, « There is a day of diſcrimina- 
tion coming, when they that feared me 
ein a time of general and great degenera- 
e cy, ſhall be diſtinguiſh'd from, and dig- 

*© nified above others; I will own them 
for my ſpecial treaſure, and beſtow great 
* honour upon them, and I will preſerve 
** them as carefully as men preſerve their 
choiceſt jewels and greateſt treaſure.” 

The word 12 Segullab, render'd by 
ours jewels, and in the margin /pectal 
treaſure, denotes wy choice thing that is 

highly | 
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highly eſteemed by men, and which they 
look upon as their own proper goods, 'and 
take particular care of, as gold, filver, 
precious ſtones, and the like, which they 
lay up among their treaſures. It was pro- 
miſed to 1/rael as a great and diſtinguiſh- 
ing favour, provided they would continue 
obedient, that they ſhould be ro Jehovah 
a peculiar treaſure above all peoples, where 
the word Segullab is uſed, which we tran- 
Nate in the text jewels, in the margin ſpe- 
cial treaſure. REDS, 
This diſtinction among the Jeus, be- 
tween them that feared him, and them 
that deſpiſed him not, was to be in the 
day which I make, or bring to paſs what 
1 have deſigned and purpoſed. In the 
day which I ſhall make; ſo the Greek *. 
« In the day of judgment, ſays Rabbi Da- 
« vid Kimchi, wherein I ſhall execute 
« judgment on the wicked. 
This refers to the coming of the Meſ- 
fiah, for of this coming our Prophet of- 
ten ſpeaks; and for rejecting him (Meſ- 
fiah) the unbelieving Jews were cut off, 
and their land ſmitten with a curſe* ; and 
terrible vengeance purſued them, to the 
utter deſtruction of their nation, cicy and 
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temple; whilſt God took ſpecial care of 
them among them who feared the Lord, 


and believed in his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
It follows, and I will ſpare them as a 


man ſpareth bis own ſon that ſerveth him; 


g. d. Though they have many defects and | 
failings, for which I might puniſh chem, 
yet becauſe they are upright and ſincere, 


I will receive them to my mercy. 


The whole verſe may be apply'd unto 
the laſt judgment, when in the fulleſt 
ſenſe God will diſtinguiſh all good men 


from the wicked; and accordingly I will 
conſider them in this extenſive ſenſe, as 


they contain a promiſe of great and good 
things to come; a promiſe that ſhall be 


made good to all that truly fear the Lord, 


and that think en bis name. I chooſe to 


read the words thus, They ſhall be my jew- 
els, or peculiar treaſure, ſays the Lord of 


hoſts, in the day which I make, i. e. per- 
form what I promiſe, and I will ſpare, 


&c. 


I. We may obſerve, that good men are 
God's jewels, or peculiar treaſure. 

1I. There is a day coming, when he 
will make it appear they are ſo, they 


ſhall be my jewels, in the day that I 
make. 


III. 
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III. He will ſpare them, as a man ſpa- 

reth his ſon, that ſerveth him. 
IV. We may certainly depend upon it, 

| becauſe the Lord of hoſts ſays it, who 

is able to perform what he hath pro- 
miſed : He can and will do what he 
1 has ſaid. God is not @ man that be 
| ſhould lye, nor the ſon of man, that be 
ſhould repent; bath he ſaid it, and 
Hall be not do it? Or bath he ſpoken, 
and ſhall be not make it good *? 


I. All good men are God's jewels, or 
ſpecial treaſure: And they are ſo in a pe- 
culiar ſenſe, who are eminently good in 
times of general corruption and diffolute- 
neſs of manners. - 

God ſets a great value on them, and 

they are really valuable ; they are men of 
name, men of renown, who dare to ſpeak 

and act for God, and ſbine as lights in the 
world, in à crooked and perverſe nation: 
They are truly valuable, becauſe they bear 
a reſemblance to the greateſt and beſt of 
Beings in wiſdom, goodneſs, juſtice, holi- 
neſs, and truth, which are the moral, 
imitable perfections of the Deity. 


They appear to be his jewels and choice 
freafure, by what he bach already done 
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for them; by what he is now doing for 
them; and by what he will do for them 
hereafter in another ſtate and world. 
1. By what he hath already done for 
them; * hath ſent his own Son to pur- 
chaſe them with his moſt precious blood. 
It is a ſign a man hath a great value for 
a jewel, when he gives a large ſum of 
money to purchaſe it; and what greater 
price could God give than the blood 
of his own Son. Te are bought with a 
price; ye are redeemed with the moſt pre- 
ciaus blood of Cbriſt, the Son of God, or 
God the Son, therefore God is ſaid to 
| have purchaſed the church with bis own 
blood ”. 
He bath alſo ſent his Spirit to renew 
and ſanctify them; to aſſiſt them in im- 
proviug ordinances and providences, That 
they may grow in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
and attain to that meetne/s for the heaven- 
by znheritance, without which they cannot 
poſſeſs it. 5 
He hath alſo given them many great and 
precious promiſes, that by theje they might 
be partakers of a divine nature, baving 
eſcaped the pollution that is in the world 
through luſt. Theſe promiſes a are e faithful 


1 1 29. | 
4 and 
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and true ſayings, for they are in Chriſt Je- 


ſus all yea and amen *. 


2. By what he is now doing for them, it 


appears they are his ſewels and peculiar 
treaſure. He is training them up for hea- 


ven by ordinances and providences ; he 


gives them many a ſweet foretaſte of hea- 
ven; be manifeſts himſelf to them not as be 
doth unto the world; they ſup with him, 
and he condeſcends to ſup with them*®*. 
The following promiſe is very encoura- 
ging, as well as moſt delightful to a good 


Chriſtian; Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto 


them, if a man love me he will keep 
words, and my Father will love him, and 
d wel! come to him, and make our abode 
with him. 


What an honour! What an 1 b 


this! Yer, this honour! this happineſs! 


have all the ſaints. 

3. By what he will do for them here- 
after, it appears good men are his jewels 
and peculiar treaſure. He will receive 


them to his mercy, and admit them to 


_ dwell in his preſence, where is fulneſs of 
joy; and advance them 70 bis rigbt band, 
where are pleaſures for evermore. He will 
beſtow upon tnem an everlaſting kingdom ; 


an inheritance, that is incorruptible, unde- 


z 2 Cor. i. 20. Rey. iii. 20. 5 John as; 23. 


fiied, 
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filed, and that fadeth not away, — in 
heaven for them. 


The APPLICATION of the firſt Obſervation. 


1. We hence learn, good men are truly 
excellent; they are the excellent of the 
earth, in whom is God's delight, and in 
whom therefore all our delight ſhould be; 
they are bleſſings to the places where they 
dwell ; the chariots of Iſrael and the borſe- 
men thereof; and whether in publick or 
private life they will be uſeful to ſo- 
Clety. 
A good man, if advanc'd to the magi- 
ſtracy, will make a good magiſtrate; ina 
word, he will be good in every ſtation 
and relation. 
2. God's jewels are often ill-uſed, as 
well as lighted by a blind, wicked world: 
The world knoweth them not. They are 
like princes in diſguiſe, and in a foreign 
country, where their greatneſs and excel- 
lent qualities are unknown, or diſreliſh'd. 
How were the Old Teſtament worthies 
treated? They were ſtoned, they were ſawn 
aſunder, were 2 were ſlain with the 
ſword : They wander d about in ſheep-shins 
and goat-skins, being deſtitute, afflifted, tor- 


1 mented: 
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mented : ( Of whom the world was not 
worthy) they wander'd in deſarts, and in 
mountains, and dens, and caves of the earth*. 

It is no wonder the world deſpifeth and 
ill uſeth God's jewels, when they ill uſed 


God's own Son, the greateſt, and moſt va- 


luable jewel belonging to himſelf, who zs 
the brightneſs of his glory, and the expreſs 
image of his perſon, the (moſt perfect) image 
of the inviſible God, 2h 
The beſt of God's jewels have their fail- 
ings, and ſometimes provoke, or give oc- 
cafion to thoſe who ſeek occaſion to injure 
them, and to furniſh them with ſome 
ſpecious pretences for uſing them ill; but 
God's own Son, when incarnate, and an 
inhabitant of our world, was holy, harm- 
leſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from fin and 
finners; that none of his moſt implacable 
enemies could convince him of ſin: He was 
not only harmleſs, but went about doing 
good, healing all that were oppreſſed of the 
devil, for God was with him; and yet the 
world hated and abuſed him, and at length, 
under form of law, condemned and cru- 
cified him; and his apoſtles, who were 
moſt excellent and uſeful men, were made 
the filth of the world, and the off-ſcouring of 
all things“. N 1280 me 


© Heb. xi. 37, 38. 41 Cor. iv. 13. „„ 
I 23. What 
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3. What do good men owe to God for 
ſetting ſo great a value upon them; for 
ſhowing ſo much love to them; yea, for 
making them ſo valuable and lovely! 
For by the | grace of God they are what they 
are. 
How much love, gratitude and obe- 
dience, do they owe to God for the un- 
ſpeakable gift of bis Son ! And for the moſt 
invaluable promiſe of the Spirit; and for 
what he is doing for them in the preſent 
ſtate, and for what he will beſtow upon 
them hereafter! How fruitful ſhould they 
be in all good works! | 


0 obſerve, there is a day coming, 
when God will make it appear they are 
his jewels and peculiar treaſure : They ſhall 
be my jewels or peculiar treaſure in that 
day, when I perform what I have * 
miſed. 


The day here cally referr * Þ BS 


the day of the Lord's vengeance on the 
Jeuiſb nation; the day that was to burn 
[the an oven; when there was a vifible 
difference made between the unbelieving 
and diſobedient Jews, and them that did 
believe in Jeſus of Nazareth, the promi- 
{cd Meſſiab, and lived in obedience to his 
laws. 

1 is. „ 3 8 

| Though 


1 | 
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| Though the full and final diſcrimina- 
tion will be at the laſt judgment; then it 


pill appear that good men are Gods 
jewels and peculiar treaſure. 8 


He will then ſeparate them from the 
wicked, and advance them to unſpeakable 
glory and honqur. The judge of the 


world, who, will act as his deputy ( for 


the father judgeth no man, but hath com- 
mitted all judgment to his Son) will in that 


day ſeparate the ſheep from the goats, and 


place the ſheep at his right hand, and the 


goats at his left, and will ſay unto them 


on his right hand, Come ye bleſſed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 


you; and they ſhall go into life eternal. 


III. I obſerve farther, tbe Lord will 


ſpare them, as a man ſpareth bis ſon that 
ſerveth him. This primarily refers unto 
the day of the Lord, at the deſtruction 
of Feruſjalem by the Romans, ſo often 
foretold by this Prophet: g. d. Though 
© there will be many defects, many things 


« amiſs found among thoſe Fews who be- 


t lieve in the long expected Meſſiah, at 
_ & his coming, yet becauſe of their ſince- 


& rity I will ſpare them, though I might 
« juſtly puniſh them for what is amiſs in 


Matt. xxv. 34, 46. 
= WE * them, 
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« them, yet I will ſhare them, as a man 


« ſpareth his ſon that ſerveth him: J 


te ill not be ſtrict to mark (every) ini- 
te quity.” 5 
The Jewiſb Chriſtians, notwithſtand- 
ing all their unhappy miſtakes and pre- 
judices, were upright in the main, and 
there fore were ſpared, when their unbe- 


lieving, obſtinate countrymen, were de- 


ſtroyed, or carried captive by the Ro- 
mans. SO DO, 
And if we refer this unto the final judg- 


ment, the meaning is much the ſame. 
Though good men have many failings, 
which they lament ; and do much amiſs, 
ſo that on the foot of rigorous juſtice God 
might puniſh, inſtead of rewarding them; 
yet ſo great is his goodneſs, and fo rich 


his mercy, that he will ſpare thoſe whom 


He might deſtroy, dealing with them as a 


man dealeth with bis ſon that ſerveth him: 


As @ father pitieth bis children, ſo the Lord 
pitieth᷑ them that fear bim; he knows our 
frame, he remembers that we are duſt. 


Will not a man ſpare his own ſon, eſpe- 
cially when he deſires and endeavours to 


ſerve him, though in a very imperfe& 
manner? 


More is intended than expreſs d: He 


will not only ſpare them, but he will re- 


ward them: The gift of God is eternal life, 


through 
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'through Feſus Chriſt our Lord i. It is im- 
poſſible for a fallen creature to merit a 
thing from God, much leſs eternal life, 
whereas he deſerved eternal death; it is 


then the gift of God through Feſus Chriſt, 
that good men obtain eternal life. 


IV. I obſerve, we may ſafely — on 
this promiſe, Becauſe the Lord of boſts ſays 
it: He 1s both able and faithful ro per- 
form whatſoever he hath promiſed. Men 
may promiſe what they are not able to 
perform ; or they may change their minds, 
and prove worſe than their word, but no- 
thing of this nature ought to be aſcribed 
to God, who -ſeeth the end from the begin- 
ning, whoſe counſel will fland, and he will 
do all bis pleaſure. Is any thing too hard 
for Almighty Power, the Lord of hofts, 
to do? Or, can he ceaſe to be faithful 
and true? He can as ſoon ceaſe to be, 
as ceaſe to be faithful and true to his 2 
miſe. 


The Lord of hoſts, the and of armies, 
who doth according to bis will in the armies 
of heaven, and among the inhabitants here 
upon earth. 


What cannot this great and glorious 
Jehovah do? And when once he hath gi- 
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ven his word, do you think, he either can 


or will go back from it? 


The APPLICATION. 


1. We hence infer the ſafety and ſecu- 


rity of all good men, The Lord of hoſts 
ſays they are my jewels, and I will ſpare 
them, 1. e. reward them. He that 1s in 


them, and with them, is greater than be 
that is in the world — infinitely greater 
than all the powers of earth and hell, of 


men and devils. F God be with us and 
for us, who can be againſt us"? This Gad 


7s the Lord of hoſts, and be is our God, and 


will be ours for ever and ever. He is the 


| beſt and greateſt friend. All his ſaints 


are in his band: They are kept by the pow- 


” of God, not excluding their own fin- 


cere endeavours, through faith unto ſal- 
vation. 5 5 5 

I his is the ſecurity of the church in ge- 
neral, God 1s in the midſt of ber, ſhe ſhall 


not be moved; and of every good man in 


particular, That the Lord of boſts is with 


him. | 


2. Every truly good man hath a firm 


| foundation for his faich and hope. Every 
| good man lives in hope of eternal life, which 


Rom. viii. 31. 


G0 D 
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Gord THAT CANNOT LYE PROMISED Je- 
fore the Moſaic ages began. God's abi- 
lity and faichfulneſs are the foundation of 
his faith and hope. We don't build our 
hope of future happineſs on an uncertain 
and precarious foundation, but we build 
upon the promiſe of the Lord of hoſts: 
We don't put our truſt in princes, nor in 
the ſon of man, in whom is no help, but we 
truſt in the living God, who raiſeth the 
dead. 
3. They will be inconceivably miſera- 
ble who are not God's jewels, and again 


whom this Lord of hoſts ſets bi mſelf i in battle 


array. 


If God, the Lord of hoſts, be againſt 
us, who can be for us? Who can ſtand in 
his fight, when he 1s angry? When his anger 
is kindled a little, bleſſed are all they that 
put their truſt in him — Upon the wicked be 
ſhall rain ſnares, fire, and brimſtone, and 


an horrible tempeſt 3 this ſhall be the portion 
of their cup. 


4. We bence infer, the great goodneſs 
of the Lord of boſts, who will ſpare thoſe 
that ſerve him, though they are guilty of 
many faults and follies. He will pity and 
pardon their many unallowed and lament- 
ed infirmities, which they ſtrive againſt, 


Tit. i. 2. * Paal. xi. 6. | Ste elt, Rev. vi. 15, 16, by... 
BD and 
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and will accept of, and reward their hear. 
ty deſires, and diligent endeavours to ſerve 
him, though none of them can be profita- 
ble unto God, as be that is wiſe may be 
profitable unto himſelf ; Our goodneſs doth 
not extend unto the Lord. Great is his mer- 
cy and goodneſs that he will beſtow ſo glo- 
rious a reward upon imperfe& ſervices, 
as ours are at the beſt. _ 5 
5. Let us all endeavour to be the jewels 
of this Lord of hoſts. Whilſt others are 
ſeeking the favour of princes, and great 
men, A us ſecure the favour of the Lord 
F hoſis. In order hereto, let us fear the 
Lord, and ſpeak often one fo another: Let 
us dare to be good in bad times. 
Finally, may we all live in the firm 
expectation of that day, and in the con- 
ſtant preparation for it; Unto them that 
| book for him (Chriſt) he will appear the ſe- 
cond time without fin unto ſalvation v. May 
this be a day of joy and triumph to all who 
read theſe diſcourſes ; and may none of us 
be miſſing among God's jewels, that we 
may rejoice together for evermore, with joy 


_ unſpeakable and full of glory. 


_ Heb. ix. 28. 


Di & 


DiscouRSsE TV. 


Concerning the FINAL Drie< 


FERENCE that will be diſcerned 


between the R1iGHTEOUS and the 
Wicked. 


dere eee 
MA x: iii. 18. 


Then ſhall ye return and diſcern between 
the Righteous and the Wicked ; be- 
tween bim that ſerveth God, and 
bum that ſerveth bim not. 


DEN the Prophet Malach!'s time 

there was a great corruption 
ot manners among the Jews; 
d multitudes declared their ini- 
SA quity like Sodom, and were 
noe r and many profeſſors were 
hy en and lifeleſs in their religious 


K . ſer- 
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ſervices; yet even then, there were fome 
that had a regard to the great God, and 
had the intereſt of Religion at heart ; and 
we read the courſe they took, then they 
that feared the Lord ſpake often one to ano- 
ther, and the Lord hearkened and beard it, 
and a book of remembrance was written be- 
fore him, for them that feared the Lord, 
and that thought on bis name. And this 
book was not written in vain ; for though 
good men, at ſuch a time, are tempted to 
think God takes little notice of the few 
righteous, yet it is plain he does take no- 
tice, for it is added, And they ſhall be mine, 
or they ſhall be to me ( ſaith the Lord of 
hoſts) jewels in the day that I make or do 
(what 1 have promiſed) and I will ſpare 


them as a man ſpareth his own ſon that 


ſerveth him *, 
The words now before us are underſtood 
by fome, as ſpoke to thoſe wicked blaſphe- 
mers, who thought God had forſook the 
earth, and that there was nothing in reli- 
gion, and then the meaning is, you ſhall 
hereafter be convinced of your ſin and fol- 
ly, either to your converſion and comfort, 
or to your everlaſting confuſion, that there 
is a real difference between the righteous 
and the wicked. 9 


n Ver. 16, Ve, 7% 


k : oo Others 


between the Riobteous and Wicked. 75 
Others ſuppoſe they are deliver'd for the 


comfort of the godly, g. d. hereafter par- 


ricularly, at the deſtruction of Feruſalem 


by the Romans, you ſhall ſee I will make 


a viſible difference between good and bad 
men ; though this difference will be moſt 


viſible and laſting at the general judg- 
ment. 


WE May OßsERvE HERE, 


I. The great difference among the chil- 
dren of men, is righteous and wicked ; 
they that ſerve God, and they that ſerve 

him not. 

II. In the preſent ſtare it is bard to di- 

ſtinguiſh one from the other; the 
righteous ſometimes are guilty of fo 
much fin and folly, and the hypo- 

crite is ſo diſguis'd, that it is not eaſy 
to diſcern one from the other ; how 
near an hypocrite may come to fin- 
cerity, and yet be no more than al- 
moſt perſuaded to be a real Chriſtian, 


Hic labor, hoc opus, is @ Work 9 Jome 


difficulty. 

III. Hereafter, particularly at the laſt 
judgment, God will make a viſible 
and everlaſting difference between 
them, as he did in part at the deſtru- 


ction of * E. the Roman 


armies. 1 | Es 
K 3 3 . IV. 
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IV. Then both good and bad men ſhall 
diſcern this difference clearly and cer- 


rainly. Then ſpall ye return and diſ- 


cern, &c. 


I. O4/. The great difference between 


one man and another is, that of r7/ghtecous 
and wicked; he that ſerveth God, and be 
that ſerveth him not. There are many 
diſt inctions among men; ſome are learn- 
ed, and others unlearned ; ſome are rich, 
and others are poor ; ſome are men in 
power and authority, and others are in 
ſubjection; ſome are parents, others chil- 


dren; ſome are maſters, and others are 


ſervants. Bur theſe diſtinctions ſubſiſt on- 
ly for a time, and ſerve the purpoles of 
this ſhort, uncertain, dying life; but the 


main, the greateſt and moſt laſting is this 


in our text. 
With reference to religion, there are 


great diſt inctions; ſome are Pagans, others 


FJeus, others Mobemerans, and others Chri- 


ſtians; and amongſt this laſt ſort, there 


are great differences as to names and noti- 
ons; the moſt uſual is Proteſtant and Pa- 
piſs. Among Proteſtants, there are Calvi- 
niſts and . Arminians, Arians 
and Secinians; Efiſcotal, Presbyteriun, 
Congregational, Antipedebaptiſt and Ma- 


ters; though theſe are only different 0 opi- 
nions 


we —— 


ey. a Roar ene 2 


* 
——u— — — 
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nions and perſuaſions, and the differences 
are not fo great as to make it neceſſary to 
form different ſocieties; or if it can't well 
be otherwiſe, at leaſt though we ſhould 
worſhip in different places, and in ſome- 
what differing circumſtances, we ought to 
ENDEAVOUR TO KEEP THE UNITY or 
THE SPIRIT IN THE BOND OF PEACE. 
All truly good men, take them when 
you pleaſe, and call them by what names 
you think fit, are agreed both in many 
more and ſubſtantial things, than thoſe 
about which they differ. But take a good 
and bad man, though of the fame outward 
perſuaſion, and external denomination, 
and there is an ESSENTIAL, FUNDAMEN= 
TAL DIFFERENCE between them, as much 
as between light and darknels, virtue and 


vice; for a wicked man practically denies 
not one, but every article of his creed; 
he renounceth God's authority, and ſers 


up an uſurper in his own ſoul, which 
ought to be kept ſacred for the Father of 
ſpirits. When ſhall the happy time be in 
this world, that good men ſhall find 
themſelves nearer one another, than warm 
diſputants in the heat of an argument ima- 


gine? I remember a fine Saying of the 


truly honourable Mr. Boy/, ſpeaking of the 


Calviniſis and Arminians, he ſays, They 
** both deſign to do honour to the Grace 


cc «of 
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«« of God, the one by giving an irreſiſt i- 


« ble force to it, and the other by extend- 
« ing it to all mankind; both fides will 
be acceptable to God if ſincere, and he 
« will make more favourable allowances 
« for good men in both ſchemes, than 
„ they are willing to make for each 

cc other.” 

But to return, the difference between 


righteous and wicked will remain for ever 


what it is at preſent. 
1. An effential and fundamental Aide 


rence. Righteous men are born of God, 


but all the wicked are children of the * 


vil, becauſe they imitate him: In this the 


children of God are manifeſt, and the cbil- 


dren of the devil; whoſcever doth not righte- 


ouſneſs is not of God, neither be that loveth 
not his brother *. 


2. This 3 will remain when all 


others ſhall ceaſe. In a little time the di- 
ſtinction between learned and unlearned, 


rich and poor; and ſo as to religious diffe- 


rences, the various names and denomina- 


tions will be ſwallowed up in that greateſt 
and laſt diſtinction of righteous and wick- 


ed r. 


The uſe we ſhould make of this obſer- 
vation is as follows; it concerns us all tg 


N . 1 John ili. IO, | F Ilatth. XXV. 375 40. 


en: 


— or — — 


— 2 


— — 
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enquire impartially, under which of theſe 
two claſſes we are to be ranked: Are we 
rizhteous, or are we wicked? Do we fear 
God, or do we caſt off fear, and reſtrain 


prayer before God? I don't ask, Do you 
live without fin? For there is not à juſt 


man on eartb, that doth good, and fins not; 
and in many things we all offend. But are 
we prevailingly ſer againſt all fin ? Againſt 


all known fin, and eſpecially againſt every 


beloved luſt? David was upright before 
God, and kept himſelf from his iniquity. 


Are we more afraid of offending the moſt 
high, than of offending the whole world ? 
Are we ſenſible of his love and goodneſs ? 


Doth that lead us to repentance ? And doth 


it alſo engage us, to avoid every thing that 
we know 1s diſpleaſing to him, though it 
might contribute to our preſent eaſe, plea- 


ſure, and profit? When tempted to do 


what is agreeable to corrupt nature, do 


we ſtatedly repel the force of a tempta- 
tion upon this religious principle, Hou 


Hall T do this, or the other great wicked- 
neſs, and ſin againſt God ©? 


II. O5/. In the prefent ſtate it is ſome- 
times hard fe diſcern between the righteous 
and the wicked : Between him that feareth 


f Gen. xxxix. 9. 


Cod, 
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God, and him that feareth him not. There 
are ſuch remains of fin and folly in good 
men, and the appearance of ſo much good 
in ſome bad men, that we can't eaſily, cer- 
rainly, and preſently, diſcern the diffe- 
rence between them. When a good man 
falls into fin, eſpecially into ſomewhat 
ſcandalous, and thereby expoſeth himſelf, 
and what 1s infinitely worſe, religion, 
whilſt the refined hypocrite carefully 
avoids every thing of that nature, we are 
ready to condemn the former, and to 
commend the latter. 

Sometimes, in the courſe of providence, 
good men are plagued all the day long, and 


 Chaſtened every morning; whilſt the ungod= 


ly proſper in the. world they increaſe in 
riches. And in publick calamities he rigb- 
teous often fall undiſt inguiſhed from the 
Kicked. Devouring flames, the ſword of 
war, and the ſweeping peſtilence, don't 
diſtinguiſh between one that * God, 
and one that fears bim not. 

In all theſe inſtances, and more that 
might be mentioned, it is not eaſy to di- 
cern between the righteous and the wicked, 
Who can certainly determine what fins 
and infirmities are conſiſtent with the low- 
eſt degree of grace? Or, how far an almoſt 
Chri/tian may go, and yet be no more than 


oy mans * 
5 There 


„ ” 


There is often too much pride, paſſion, 
cenſoriouſneſs, ſelfiſhneſs, fi-calurs and 


a want of love and benevolence among 
good men, that when we ſee their conſti- 


fution fin break our, and they appear in 


their worſt colours, we are ready to que- 
ſtion their ſincerity. On the other hand, 
when we ſee the agreeable outward beka- 
viour of civiliz'd and ſober perſons, we 
are apt to think theſe are, and muſt be 
number'd among God's children. 

Such is human nature, when ſanctified 


by the Spirit and Grace of God, that we 


muſt make great allowances one for ano- 


ther, who elſe would be ſaved? The good 


Lord pity and pardon us, heal and help 


us, and teach us to make greater allow- 


ances for others, concerning whom we 
have reaſon to think, notwithſtanding all 


their failings, he root t of the matter 1s in 
them. 


III. 0%½ Hereafter, at the laſt judg- 


ment, God will viſibly and everlaſtingly 


diſtinguiſh between the 3 and the 
wicked, &c. 

God, in his providence, did ſo, when 
Jeruſalem was laid waſte by the Romans. 
The Chriſtians, being warned by our bleſ- 


ſed Lord, fled to a ſmall town called Pella, 
where they eſcaped that deſtruction chat 


L . awaited 
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awaited and overtook the unbelieving 
Jews. Chriſt had directed his diſciples, 


when they ſhould ſee Jeruſalem encompaſſed 


with armies, to flee out of Jeruſalem, &c. 

And at the laſt judgment God will viſi- 
fibly and everlaſtingly diſtinguiſh the rigb- 
teous from the wicked, Now they are in- 
termingled; they dwell in the fame king- 
dom, in the ſame city, and worſhip in the 


ſame religious ſociety; yea, dwell in the 


ſame family; but hereafter the judge of the 
world will ſeparate them one from the other, 
as a ſbepberd divideth the ſheep from the goats. 


And le will place the ſheep on bis right band, = 


and the goats on the left; and they ſhall 


continue everlaſtingly ſeparated from each 


. Then the, righteous ſhall ſhine forth as 


fears in the kingdom of their Father —Then 
the wicked ſhall be condemned to an ever- 
laſting baniſhment from that God, who 
they did not like to retain in their minds 
— Then there will be a great gulph 
fixed, ſo that there will be no paſſing from 
one ſtate to the other. CO OR: 


1. The rigbteous ſhall be advanc'd to 


great honour and happinefs. Every one, 
according to their improvement of the 
different talents committed to their truſt, 


Matth. Xv. 31. and onwards. 


1 


as God beſtows different capacities and 
opportunities, ſo I make no queſtion, bur 


he will hereafter beſtow different re- 


_ wards. 

And as mens capacities, ſo do their im- 
provements differ ; ſome are more diligent 
than others. Some good men will be ſa- 
ved with more difficulty than others. 
Some will be ſaved, yet ſo as by fire. Mini- 
ſters, that are diligent and faithful, will 


receive a greater reward than others in 


private life. They that are wiſe fhall ſhine 
as the brightneſs of the firmament ; and 


they that turn many unto righteouſneſs as 


the ftars for ever and ever ®, One ſtar dif- 


| fereth from another ftar in glory; fo will be 


_ the reſurrection of the dead. Every veſſel 
of mercy will be a veſſel of glory; but one 


veſſel is more capacious than another. All 


the ſaints will be like unto the angels, being 


the children of God, by being children of the 


reſurrectioan; God will then beget them, 


as it were, anew ; this is the TeAyyooic, 
the regeneration ſpoken of by our bleſſed 


LSE - 


2. The wicked (who ſerve not God) will 


_ then be raiſed up to ſhame and everlaſting 
contempt . All that are in their graves, 


fhall bear the voice of the Son of man, and 


Dan. xii. 3. * Matth. xix. 28, Dan. Xii. 3. 
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come forth. They that have done good untg 
tbe reſurrection of life, and they that bave 
done evil unto the gur ret ian F damna- 
tion *. 

T hey ſhall be thruſt down into that bot- 
tomleſs pit, where is weeping and gnaſhing 
of teeth: There the worm dieth not (con- 
ſcience will not ceaſe accuſing and con- 
demning the finner, becauſe this was his 
own doing) and the fire is not quenthed. 
How ſhould the fire be quenched? when 
they have trampled under foot the higheſt 
authority, and rejected the only remedy 


| Infinite goodneſs and wiſdom had provided 


for them: There remaineth no more (no 
other) facrifice for fin, but a certain fear- 


Jul /coking for of wrath and fiery indigua- 
tion, which will devour all adverſaries. 
This OpsERVATION applied, 


1. Let us learn hence, not 7o Judge (i. e. 


determine) any thing bejore the time, until 


tbe Lord come, who will both bring to light 


; the hidden things of darkneſs, and il make 


manijeſi the ccunſels of the beari*, Let us 
forbcar cenſur ing one another: Who art 
thou tht j.dgeſt another man's ſervant ? 


Why dajt thou judge thy brotler? Why doſi 


> John v. 28, 29. . I Cor. iv. 5. 
I thou 
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thou ſet at nought thy brother? We ſhall 
all fland before the judgment ſeat - of 
Chrift, : 

Let every one look to his, and her own 
heart, and ſee to it, that we fear the Lord 
in fincerity. Judge nothing before the 


time. 


2. We may hence learn the reaſon, why 
in the church militant there are good and 


bad men. The wheat and the chaff muſt 


grow together till the harveſt. The net of 


the Goſpel incloſeth good and bad fiſh —— 


The Son of man ſhall ſend forth bis angels, 
and they ſhall gather out of bis kingdom all 


things that offend, and them which do ini- 
 quity*. The time of ſeparation is not yet 
come, and it is the angels province, when 


ſent forth by the Son of man, to make 
this ſeparation. Let not us attempt to 


make the viſible church purer than Chriſt 
would have it: There will be in it, to the 


laſt, Perſons and Things that do offend — 


Have not I choſen you twelve, and one 


you 15 a devil? And was a devil. If you 
will not join with any church, till you 
can find one entirely purg'd from hypo- 

crites, you mult not join with any on this 
fide of heaven. The pureft churches have 


their ſpots and blemithes, Hypocrites 


* Match. 1. 41. 


may 
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may be of great uſe in the preſent ſtate of 
things. | 


IV. O5f. Ar the laſt judgment it will be 
eaſy to diſcern between the righteous and the 
wicked. 

This will be eafily and certainly done. 
There can be no miſtake in thinking them 
wicked, whom the judge of all the earth 
will pronounce ſuch: Shall not he judge 
right, and do juſtice? 


To cloſe all by way of ApPLICATION. 


There is no other way of being rigbte- 
ous, but by converſion. You ſhall return. 
Some underſtand it of real converſion. 
Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that 
your fins may be blotted out, when the times 
of refreſhment ſhall come (or that the times 
of refreſhment may come) from the pre- 
fence of the Lord. Repentance and conver- 
ſion go together, and without repentance 
or con verſion not one fin will be blotted 

but. | 


Now is the accepted time, now is the day 
of ſalvation. Let the wicked forſake his 
way, and the unrighteous man bis thoughts, 
and let him turn unto the Lord, for he will 
| bave mercy upon him, and to our God, for 
be will abundantly pardon, Let him do 

. „„ 
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this without delay — Boaſt not thy ſelf of 
| to morrow, for thou knoweſt not what a day 
| may bring forth. WHAT 1s YOUR LIFE? 
| And how much depends upon it? A great 
part of this ſhort, uncertain life, is irrecover- 
ably gone. Awake to righteouſneſs and ſin 
not. It is high time to awake out of ſleep. 
They that fleep, fleep in the mght, and they 
that are drunken, are drunken in the nigbt. 
But let us who are of the day, be ſober, put- 
ting on the breaſt plate of faith and love, 
| 8. for an belmet the hope of ſalvation. 
Let us diligently improve ordinances and 
| providences, that we may be truly rig te- 
ous, and may fear God in fincerity and with 
all our bearts. And let us endeavour, by 
the grace of God, to be eminently righte- 
ous. May we ſhine as lights in the world; 
eſpecially we who monthly renew our co- 
venant-engagements to be the Lord's! we 
ſhould often ſay to our ſelves, O my ſoul, 
thou haſt ſaid to the Lord, thou art my Lord: 
Let us not unfay it by an unſuitable be- 
| haviour in the world. ONLY LET YOUR _. 
CONVERSATION BE AS BECOME TH THE | 
GosPEL oF ChRIST. Thy vous are up- 
on us, O God, we will pay what we bave 
| vowed : God bath no pleaſure in fools, 
who vow but fay not, In a word, let us 
|  _ be conſcientious throughout our whole 
| | ö converſation: a8 obedient children, not 


faſhion- 7 


4 
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faſhioning our ſelves according to the for. 


mer luſts in our ignorance: But as be 
which hath called ut is holy, ſo let us be 
holy in all manner of converſation ; be- 
cauſe it is written, be ye holy, for I am 
 boly. 
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think for himſelf in matters 
of Religion, and hath a right 
YN... to publiſh his ſentiments co 
B bbe world. I am very thank- 
ul that the preſs ſtands open to a Deiſt as 
well as to a Chriſtian ; or, that I may not 
offend our author, I mu allow him to 


be a Chriſtian Deiſt: And if he can't be- 


lieve as much of the Chriſtian revelat ion 
as I and many more do, I am not fond of 
ſtriking him out of rhe liſt of Chriſtians, 
though he appears to be of a Linſey Wool- 


g 10 Religion (to borrow his own phraſe.) 5 


© Moral Philoſopher, p. 1 58. 
M 2 


. 


be Asemiis. 


I LES bs own ſake as Well as ours, he 

had not. treated ſome things, held facted 

among Chriſtians, in a ldicrous mannet. 
However, at wy, uy eat I can; but 


commend this for allowing 
with us, that © our Saviour s doftrines ap- 
© peared to be true and genuine principles 
© of nature and reaſon, when he had ſer 
« them in a proper lighe, and as ſoon as 
they came to be weigh'd ; but yet they 
e were ſuch as the people had never heard 
« of thought of before, and never would 
te without fuch an Inſtructor, and fuch 
Means and Opportunities of Knowledge. 
They who would judge uprightly of 
ten the ftrength- of human reaſon; in mat- 


cc 


«© ters of Morality and Religion, under 
the preſent corrupt and degenerate ſtate 
te of mankind, ought to take their eſtimate 
« from. thoſe parts of the world which 
„ never had the benefit of revelation; 
« and this, perhaps, might make them 

. Jeſs conceited of themſelves, and more 
« thankful to God for the light of the 
« Goſpel. If the religion of nature, under 
« the preſent pravity and corruption of 
© mankind; was written with ſufficient 
s ſtrengch and clearneſ: upon every man's 
« heart, why might nor a Chineſe, or an 
-0 Indian, draw up as good a ſyſtem of 
« natural religion as a Chriſtian? And, 


3 « why 


* 


i 


© of God and Religion. But after that he 
had introduced and recommended the 


te 
cc 
cc. 


cc 
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* why have we never met with any ſuch? 
But let us take Confucius, 7 2 
Plato, Soc rates, or the greateſt moraliſt 
that ever lived without the light of re- 
velation, and it will appear, that their 
beſt ſyſtems of morality were intermix d 


and blended with ſo much ſuperſtition, 


and ſo many groſs abſurdities, as quite 
eluded and defeated the main defiga of 
them “. 


And in anothet part of his book, ſpeak- 


ing of Chriſt, he ſays, © He did nor, like 


« 


40 
ks 
cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 


ec 


* the Heathen Philoſopher, content him=- 
ſelf with ſpeculations and dry reaſon- 


ings about virtue and true religion, 


and then leave, this noble cauſe to ſhifr 


for it ſelf, whenever it required a 


more painful and hazardous defence. 
He did not pretend to philoſophize, 


where he dared not ſuffer for the cauſe 


true Religion to the world, by his holy 
exemplary life, by the intriaſick, divine 
energy of his doctrines upon che hearts 


and conſciences of men, and by his ex- 
traordinary, miraculous works for the 


good of mankind ; he ſtood to it to the 


very laſt, died a martyr in the defence 


© Page 144, 145. 
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© of it, and ſealed its truth with his blood. 
« And here I dare put the authority of 
« Chriſt, and credit of Chriſtianity to this 
« iſſue, againſt Moſes, Confucius, Zoro- 
« after, Mabomet, or any other Prophet 
or great man, who may be ſet up in 
* competition with, or in oppoſition to 
« this great Prophet, and Confeſſor of 
« our Religion. Let the Fews, the Chi- 
« neſe, the Perſians, the Turks, or any 
« people upon earth beſides the Chriſtians, 
« make it appear, that the authors and 
* founders of their ſeveral religions did 
% not in many inſtances give up the cauſe 
_« of virtue, and the common good of 
« mankind, to comply with the prevail- 
<« ing prejudices of the people, and to fave 
d themſelves harmleſs; nay, that they 
« did not intermix and blend the groſſeſt 
« abſurdities in belief, and many groſs 
« ſuperſtitions and immoralities in pra- 
« ctice, with their very ſchemes and ſy- 
_ « ſtems of religion ©,” I wiſh he had wrote 
in the ſame manner throughout his book, 
and he would have deſerved thanks from 
Chriſtians every where. 

Having ſaid thus much by way of com- 
mendation of him, I beg leave to make 
the following Remarks. 0 


Page 168, 169. . 
wg 1. He 
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1. He miſrepreſents the hiſtory of M- 


ſes, as will appear from his own words: 
« The hiſtory of Exodus, and conqueſt 
* of Canaan, relates to things done 
t about fix hundred years before Homer's 
te times, and is Written much in the ſame 
te dramatic way; for ſhould we take this 
drama in the obvious, literal ſenſe, we 
« ſhould ſuppoſe Moſes to have been a 
« more fabulous, romantick writer than 
« Homer, A /op, Ovid, or any of the Hea- 
« then poets and mythologiſts . 
He ſuppoſeth that Moſes herein compli- 
ed with the ſtupidity of that people, who, 
according to him, were Egyprianiz'd ; bur 
one ſuppoſition may be anſwer'd with ano- 
ther; for this aſſertion deſtroys the truth 
of this and all other hiſtory, and when 
things are related in a plain way, if we 
may ſuppoſe they are not to be underſtood 
literally ; this is to ſay what we pleaſe. 
A late writer againſt the miracles of our 
Saviour aſſerted as much, and turn'd all 
into figure and allegory. = 
2. With reference to the Jewiſp facri- 
fices, this Philoſopher hath advanc'd ſome 
very odd, not to ſay dangerous notions ; 
he aſſerts, that * the virtue and efficacy of 
<« theſe ſacrifices conſiſted ſolely and abſo- 


: Page 25 tb, 1 
. e Jutely 
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« [utely in the action of the prieſt ; in 
« ſprinkling the ſacrificial blood, which 
« was call'd making the atonement 
But were not the Jews requir'd, on the 
great day of atonement, which was the 
tent! day of the ſeventh month, to hum- 
ble chemſelves? On that day the High- 
prieſt went into he holy of hoties The 
law runs thus, You £sHALT. APPLICT 


YOUR SOULS; and again, 4 (hci! be & ſab- 


bath of reft unto you, and von gt  AFFLICT 
YOUR souls by a ſtatute for ere. 

And in the book of D-»icr0omy, Moſes 
exhorts them to obedience ; hat is, to the 


practice of real virtue, and fubſtanrial 


piety, otherwiſe their ſacriftecs would fig- 
nify nothing. Will this author fay, that 
love to God, which is enjoined them in a 


ſolemn manner, is not eflential to true Re- 


ligion *? And, what was the meaning of 
the Decalogue deliver'd on mount Sinai? 
And did not Samuel aſſert, that obedience 
was better than jacrifice ? And David, The 
ſacrifices of God are a broken heart, &c? 
And the Prophet Micah, He hath ſhowed 
thee, O man, what is good, and what doth 
the Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, 
&c? And the Scribe told Chriſt, 70 love 


8 page 127, . 
Lev. xvi. 29, 30. i Deut. vi. 4, &c. 


2 : 


_ . — 222 "_ 


The Appendix. 97 
God with all the heart, and with all the 
underſtanding, and with all the ſoul, and to 
love his neighbour as himſelf, is more than all 
whole burnt-offerings and ſacrifices *. 

The moral Philoſopher ridicules the 
notion of a vicaricus ſacrifice, * and won- 
« ders how the clergy ſhould ever ima- 
« vine, as they do, that ever the life of a 

| « beaſt under the law, was taken and 2c- 
| « cepted of inſtead of the life of an offen- 
der.“ Did this gentleman never read, 
that the fins of all the people were con- 
feſs'd over the head of the ſcape goat n? 
And did not the high-prieſt offer one bul- 
lock for the ſins of himſelf and houſe, 
and another for the fins of the people? 
What were the Romans piacular facrifices, 
to which ſome good commentators ſup- 
poſe St. Paul (our author's hero and apo- 
ſtle) refers, when he could wiſh himſelf ac 
curſed from Chriſt ; an anathema, a perſon 
devoted to deſtruction, for the ſalvation of 


— .. —I—U— : "_ 


his country men the Jews“? —— When 1 
he hath talk'd oddly of Chriſt's ſacrifice; 'þ 
that he was obliged to ſuffer in obedience | 
to his Father's will, and therefore could 1 
not merit for us; which, by the way, is i 
not good philoſophy, and worle divinity, 1 
* Mark xii. 33. Page 127. Lev. vi. 21. [ | 


# Yer. 12, 6. Roan. ix. 3. 
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he adde, © I think it very ſtrange, that 


Jeſus Chriſt, or any other law-giver in 


te the world, ſhould ſuffer death, to make 


« ſat is fiction and atonement for diſobedi- 
* ence to himſcif, or to nullify and de- 
* ſtroy the obligation of all his own Jaws; 
« and yet this is the mercy of the Goſpel, 
„ which the Clergy are willing to allow 
« you, in lieu of ſome concetizons which 
* you ought to make them for your own 
te advantage and theirs®. 

I reply, Can he name any divine of note 
that ever taught this doctrine? Don't we 
aſſert, That Chri/} is become the author of 


Lad 


Fern al ſalvation wnto all 3 that OBEY = | 


them that OBEY HIM" 7 May not God 
take what method he pleaſeth to diſpenſe 


pardon and eternal life? And if he doth it 
in and through Jeſus Chriſt, as the Goſpel 


affirms, what bath he to fay againſt it? 


In bim (Chriſt) We Pave redeniption througs 


bis blced, the forgiveneſs of fins *. This is 
a very good text, which the Philoſopher 
makes a very long and indifferent ſermon 
upon; for it is not to the purpoſe, yea, 


contrary to the deſign of the Apoſtle, who 
in that Epiſtle, as well as in others, wri- 
ting to Gentiles, aſſerts, We are recouciled 


775 ge 159. 1 Heb. v. 9. Akts v. 32. Eh. i. 7. 
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20 God by the death of his Son. And doth 
nor the Scripture, notwithſtanding Chriſt's 
ſufferings, infiſt upon faith and repentance 
(which includes obedience) as neceſſary 
terms of our Haring in the benefits of 
Chriſt's death? 
I think we can't underſtand the Epiſtle 
to the Hebrews, nor many other paſſages 


in the Epiſtles, if we don't affirm, that 


the Jewiſh ſacrifices were typical of that 
great ſacrifice Chriſt was to make of him- 
ſelf, by which he put away jin, and by 
God's appointment laid the foundation for 
the pardon and acceptance of n. 
penitent ſinners. 


The moral Philoſopher's doctrines 


about Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper are 


new and ſtrange. He ſuppoſeth Chriſtian 


baptiſm is founded on the Fer; cuſtom 


of baptiling their proſe! ytes, and that there- 
fore it wes only a temporary inſtitution *. 
On the other hand, we ground it upon 


Chriſt's on appointment, and are of the 
opinion it fucceeds c:rcumcivon ; for faint 
Paul u tells the Caliſian Chriteiaus, Ye are 


circumcijed with the Circumciſion made 


without bands, in putting off the body of the 


ins of the ficſh, by the circumciſion of Chriſt, 


Buried with him in en . Ne think | 


t Page 1. Chap. ii. 11, 12. 
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Chriſt's command is ſtill in force, and ther 
we are to be declared his — 10 this 
ſacred ordinance *. 

The Lord's Supper is not to be eaten in 
private houſes, for the Apoſtle ſpeaks of 
the Corinthians, coming together to eat the 
Lord's Supper. And aſks them, bat, 
have you not houſes to eat, and to drink in, 

or deſpiſe ye the church of God ? Where- 
fore, my brethren, when you come together to 
eat, tarry one fer another. And if any 
man hunger, let him eat at home, that you 
come not together unto condemnation *. 

In the primitive church the firſt con- 
verts continued ſtedfaſily in the Apoſile's do- 


arine, and fellowſhip, and IN BREAKING | 
OF BREAD, and in prayers. This breaking 


of bread ſeems to be diſtinguiſhed from 
breaking bread from houſe to bonſe, or in 
private houſes *. Did our moral Pbiloſo- 


pher ever take notice, That at Troas, on the 


firſt day of the week, the diſciples came toge- 
ther to * bread *? And is it not a ſtand- 
ing ordinance, to continue in the church 


till Chriſt's coming? Have we not as much 


reaſon to remember this greateſt inſtance 
of love, as the firſt Chriſtians? And is it 


not ſtill a moſt powerful argument to en- 


Matt. zxvin. 6. Y.1ſt Epil xi. 20, 22. z Ver, 
33, 34. Acts ii. 42, 46. Ae XX. 7. 
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gage us to love God, and our Redeemer, 


and one another, as it ever was? Yet our 
author affirms, © The Apoſtles made this 


2 religious rite or uſage in every fami- 
« ly, and at every friendly entertainment; 
te but the Clergy continue it to their 


« churches, where is not much friend- 
cc 


4. Though our Religion doth not de- 


* upon Perſons, but upon principles, 
yet I think this Gentleman is injurious to 


the characters of ſome good men recorded 


in the ſacred writings. 
In the general he ſays, The Prophets, 


« when they ſtrike at future events, were 
not very particular, as to time, place, 


« perſons, Sc. They generally deliver 
<« theſe paſſages in very dark and obſcure 
terms and may be applied to a 
e thouſand events..“ ood 
But did not Elijah FIR that there 
ſhould be no rain ©? And did he not after- 
wards give Abab notice of the approach- 
ing rain, after a long drought of three 


years '? And both came to pats. Did not 


Eliſba foretel the great plenty, faying, To 


mori o about this time ſhall a meaſure of 


© Page 108. Page 1 1 Kings xvii. 1. 
11 Kings x. 41: 
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ſhip, and very ſeldom any entertainment 
© ar all<” 
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fine flour be fold for a ſhekel, and two mea- 
ſures of barley for a ſhekel, in the gate of 
Samaria®? And did not he foretel the 
death of the unbelieving lord” ? And the 
event verified the truth of both predi- 
"_—- 

Our author affirms, that the oracle by 
Urim and Thummim was neither infallible 
nor impeccable; in proof of which he pro- 
duces the ſtory of the Levite's concubine |, 
The oracle in anſwer to their firſt queſtion, 
directs Judab to go up firſt. The ſecond 
time gives them leave to go to war againſt 
Benjamin their brother. And the third 
time promiſeth them victory, which came 
to paſs; fo that the oracle was infallible 
and impeccable, for which I appeal to the 
hiſtory *. 3 
1 proceed now to particular perſons — 
He is more free with Samuel's character 
than the hiſtory gives him ſufficient foun- 
dation for. Who told him, that Saul 
« depoſed Samuel from the High-prieſt- 
« hood, which he had uſurped forty 
« years'?” Samuel never was High-prieſt, 
he was only a judge, which was a civil, 
not an eccleſiaſtical officer: It is true, on 
extraordinary occaſions he offer'd ſacrifice, 


2 2 Kings vii. 1. * Judges xx. 2. i Ver. 2. E Ver, 
27. and onwards, I Page 294. 
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ſo did the Prophet Elijab, but then it was 


by an extraordinary commiſſion. 

This gentleman's account of Samuel's 
plotting againſt, and undermining king 
Saul, doth not at all agree with the hiſto- 
ry. Samuel was griev'd for Saul's being 
rejected of God, and he cried all night unto 
the Lord", Again, Samuel mourned for 
Saul. And the Lord ſaid unto Samuel, 
how long wilt thou mourn for Saul, ſeeing 2 
have rejected bim from reigning cver If- 
rael ©? Doth this look as if the Prophet 
projected the ruin of Saul and his family??? 
And don't he bear very hard on this great 
and good man, when he fays, © He could 
« bring God himſelf to repentance, and 
« charge all his own follies, and want of 
„ forefight upon the Almighty * 

It doth not appear from the hiſtory, 
that Samuel brought David into Saul's fa- 
mily *, for he was recommended by one 
of Saul's ſervants, on account of bis {kill 
in muſick, that he might compoſe and 
cheer him when afflicted with melancho- 
ly. As to his marrying the king's daugh- 
ter, he was juſtly entitled to it, by killing 
Goliath the Philiſtine champion. Neither 
was David guilty of rebellion, which will 


mx Sam. xv. 11. Ver. 35. 2 1 Sam. xvi. 1. 


P Page _ Page 297. Page 299. | 
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be farther conſider'd, when I come to that 
part of the hiſtory. 

Notwithſtanding what this author char- 
geth Samuel with, he makes an appeal of 
his uprightneſs whilſt judge, in a publick 
convention of the great men, and in the 
preſence of the king himſelf ; and they 
unanimouſly acknowledge, thar whilſt he 
was in the higheſt poſt of honour and 
power, They bad not found oaght in his 
_ 

But this pentlemas? s character of Da- 
vid, called the man after Gcd's own beart, 
the fweet Pſalmiſt of Iſrael, by whom the 
Spirit of the Log ſpare, is moſt un- 
juſt. 
He repreſents him, as © making a jeſt 
« of himſelf by dancing naked before the 
« Lord among the daughters of 1/rae!, 
« and uncovering that which his modeſty 
c ought to have concealed. This (he 
« ſays) was doubtleſs a merry action, 
« which be as merrily excus'd to his wife, 
« by afcribing it to his zcal for the Lord ; 
« and in the ſame humour reſolves never 
« to lie with her more, becauſe ſhe could 
« not approve of this warm zeal for the 
« Lord among the women. See 2 Lars. 
1 — * 


1 Sam. Xii. 6. 
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The hiſtory aſſures us, he danc'd be- 
fore the Lord, but then he was GIRDED 
WIT A LINEN Ep Hop, and therefore 
it was not likely he uncovered what 
modeſtly ought to have concealed, It was 
a religious act, though our author repre- 
ſents it as a merry, if not a wanton act. 
The queen, it is plain, was out of hu- 
mour, thinking the king ated below him- 
ſelf; and when people are diſpos'd to be 
angry they often miſinterpret the moſt 
innocent words and actions: She was 
Saul's daughter, and I fear, had ſome- 
what of his ſpirit and temper. I would 
hope, on cool thoughts, when he is leſs 
diſpos'd to be metry and witty, he may 
think better of this part of David's con- 
duct, fince he hath own'd, © there was 
te no ſtreſs laid upon this ſtory, and Da- 
« vis charactet would be perfect enough 
„j fo —_ 
He goes on with David, affirming, that 

e he was the moſt cruel perſecutor that 
ce had ever been, and his whole life had 
« been one continued ſcene of diſſimula- 
« tion, filſhood, luſt and cruelty. But 
« his rooting out idolatry by fire and 
« {word, where-ever he came, made atone- 


Ve. 14. 
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« ment for all, and canoniz'd him as the 


« great faint and idol of the Prophets and 
„ - | RN 


That David had his faults, and ſome 


of them very heinous, his greateſt admi- 
rers allow; and I am not aſhamed to own 
my ſelf one of them; and though 1 hope 
I ſhall never be permitted to fall into 
thoſe crying fins, into which the ſurprize 

of a ſudden temptation in the unguard- 
ed houts of life hurried him; and one 
bad frep led poor David on to a worie ; 
yet when I read his Pſalms, how hea- 
venly! bo devotional! When 1 read 
the other parts of his life, how reſign'd 


to the will of God, I can't help wiſhing 


I was more like him: Cary back the 


ar of God, &c. ——— But if be ſay, I 


Lave no delight in thee, behold, here am 
I, let him do to me what is pied in bis 


 fighty. Here is the greateſt ſubmiſſion ! 


thus he behaved and quieted himſelf as a 


| Child, that is weaned from his mother, 


bis foul was as a weaned child. And with 


admirable patience he bore Shimei's cur- 


ing bim, and throwing flones and duſt at 


him, calling him a man of blood. He ſaw 
the hand of God over-ruling the wicked- 
neſs of this Benjamite to puniſh him for 


* Page 333, 334. ' V 2 Sam. xv. 25, 26. 
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his great folly in the matter of Uriah 
and Bathſheba. Let him alone, the Lord 
hath bidden him : It may be the Lord will 
look upon my afliction, and that the Lord 
will requite me good for bis curſing t bis 
da 

And ſo far was David from being guil- 
ty of rebellion againſt Saul, as charg'd 


by this writer*, that twice he could 


have deſtroy'd him, and would not tho? 
advisdtoit; in ſo much that in the cave 
at Engedi Saul acknowledg'd, Thou art 
more righteous than I, for thou haſt re- 


warded me good, whereas J have rewarded . 
bee evil, &c . 


And afterwards i in the trench this con- 
feſſion is extorted from him, I have in- 
ned, return my ſon David, for J will no 


more do thee barm, becauſe my foul was 


precious in thy eyes this day: Bebold I 
have played the Fool, and erred exceed- 


 inglye. 


Notwithſtanding what is ſaid of Da- 
vid's luſt and cruelty, which were ſhades 
in his character, yet they may ſerve as 


_ foils, to ſer off his true and prevailing 


character, as a man greatly devoted to 
God, and who, for the moſt part, did not 


> 2 Sam. xvi. 9—14. * page 299. 
Þ x Sam. xxiv. 17, i the end. 1 Sam. xxvi. 21. 


O2 only 


103 The Appendix. 

only reſolve to walk, but did aQually 
walk in obedience to his commands, His 
fall is recorded to encourage great fin- 
ners to hope for mercy upon their re- 
pentance, and for warning to us. Let 
him that thinketh he flands, take heed 
left be fall. Upon the whole, I ſtill think 
he was undoubtedly a very good, as well 
as great man. | 


But now our author is in for it, he goes 


on beſpattering other good men, whole 
names will live, and be precious, not- 
withſtanding what he hath wrote. 
He takes great liberty with the Prophet 
Eliſha, and, I think, with very little rea- 


ſon. You have the ſtory at large“: The 


Prophet tells Hazael, whom the king 


of Syria ſent to know if he ſhould re- 
cover, that he might recover, howbeit 


the Lord hath ſhewed me, he vill ſurely 
die. This, fays my author, was hint 
« enough between them two (this pro- 


„ phet and Hazael) and intimation 


* enough, that the Prophet did not de- 
e ſign to be ungrateful for what he had 
« taken from the captain, Cc In the 


ſequel of the hiſtory Eliſba ſays, The 


Lord bath ſhowed me, that thou ſhalt be 
king of Syria. On which our author thus 


2 Kings ii. 7— 16. Page 306, 307, 393. 
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comments, © Ir is plain that Eliſba here 
« put Hazael into a moſt effectual way 
% to obtain the kingdom, in hopes that 
tc having been indebted to him for the 
«© crown he would favour his country, 
e and put an end to the war againſt 
« JT. 

Will this 5 in his cool 


thoughts, juſtify, and abide by his own 


comment? I have too good an opinion 
of his judgment and honeſty, than to 


_ ehink he will; I will therefore leave him 


to the reflultions of his own mind; 


and on recollection I hope he will find, 
that Eliſba's foretelling Hazael that he 
would be king of Aram, did not © make 
« 1t plain, that he put him into a moſt 


« effectual way to obtain the king- 
« dom. So far was it from being 


plain, that I think it is not probable, 


nor credible, that Eliſba, a pious Pro- 
phet, ſhould put Hagael upon commit- 
ting wilful and deliberate murder, par- 
ricide, treaſon, and the blackeſt ingra- 
titude. What induced our Philoſopher 
to depart from the ſimplicity of the ſto- 

ry, as it lies in the Bible? The king 

bid Hazael take a preſent in his hand. 
Hazael accordingly went to meet the Pro- 


' Page 08. 
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phet, and took a preſent with him, ever 


of every good thing of Damaſcus, forty 


camels burden 8. EvERY GOOD THING, 


in the Hebrew, it is every good, i. e. the 


produce of Damaſcus, for it was a moſt 


fruitful place. Our Philoſopher tells us, 


with what truth let every cne judge, 
« Hazael took a preſent of forty came's 
*« load of the RICHEST GOODS AND 
« TREASURES OF SYRIA;” and then 
adds, which was certainly a bribe large 
enough for any prince or monarch 
« then in the world", But ſuch pre- 
fents are not commonly ſent to Pro- 
phets; and if Benhadad had ſent fo va- 
luable a preſent, I am ſure the good Pro- 
phet would have refuſed it, becauſe he 
did refuſe one before, and puniſh'd his 
own ſervant Gehazi for taking it, and 
then denying it with a wilful lye i. 

Our author having miſtook a preſent 


of fruit, or proviſion, called every good 
thing of Damaſcus, for a preſent “ of 


« the richeſt goods and treaſures of Sy- 
« ria, runs into another worſe mi- 
ſtake, and concludes, the Prophet muſt 
make 2 ſuitable return to Hazael, and 


therefore © he put him into a moſt effe- 


* ual way to obtain the kingdom.” 


T 2 Kings viii. 8, 9. Page 306. '2 Kings v. 16,17. 
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By this every reader will ſee, that our 
Philoſopher hath not an happy talent for 
interpreting the hiſtorical, which is ge- 
nerally the eaſieſt part of the ſacred ora- 
cles; there is great reaſon to fear, that 
he makes worſe work of it when de 
comes to faint Paul's epiſtles, which all the 
learned agree, are the moſt difficult parts 
of the New Teſtament, Prophecies only 
excepted. And though ſaint Paul is our 
Philoſopher's hero and apoſtle, yet 1 
can eaſily prove he hath done him fo 
much honour, as ro explain away his 
ſenſe in many places, and in capital 
points of Chriſtianity. But this would 
carry me farther than my intended bre- 
vity will allow. I will only obſerve what 
he ſays in this part of his book, They 
„ (the Fews) had ſuch an opinion of 
ce their legal propitiatory ſacrifices and 
, atonements by blood, that had ſaint 
Paul told them, in plain terms, that 
there was nothing in it, and that they 
herein had been groſly abuſed and im- 
"8 « poſed upon by their prieſts, they would 
« certainly have ſtoned him *. 
Now, for arguments ſake, admitting 
faint Paul did condeſcend to the Fewiſh 
weakneſs, ſo far as to uſe their phraſes, 


when 


£15 The Appendix. 
when he meant nothing by them, or the 
very contrary, which ſeems to be a great 
reflection on the apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
who had renounced the hidden things of diſ- 
| honeſtly, Nr WALKING IN CRAFTINESS, 
NOR HANDLING THE WORD OF GoD DE- 
CEITFULLY : Hit rejoicing was the teſtimo- 
ny of his conſcience, that in ſimplicity and 
godly fincerity be had his converſation in the 
world. But I ſay, ſuppoſing, not grant- 
ing, faint Paul, in dealing with the Jeus, 
wrote and preached as if Chriſt's death 
was a facrifice of atonement for ſins, as 
no doubt it was, what reaſon can our 
- Philoſopher give, why he uſes the ſame 
phraſes in his epiſtles to Gentile churches, 
who had never profeſſed the Jewiſb reli- 
gion? Being juſtified freely by bis grace, 
THROUGH THE REDEMPTION THAT 18 
IN CHRIST JEsus, whom God hath ſet forth 
to be 4 PROPITIAT1ON through faith 1N 
HIS BLOOD, Cc. —— God hath reconci- 
led us to himſelf By JEsUs CHRIST, Cc. 
He bath MADE UIM To BE SIN FoR us 
(a Sin- offering) who knew no fin, that we 
might be made the righteouſneſs of God in 
him . — ben the fulneſs of time was come, 


God ſent forth bis Son, made of a woman, 


; Ram. iii. 24. and narf dt. Ste Chap. v. 1, 11—1 . : 
als. *z Cnr. 1 aff. 
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made under the law, To REDEEM them 
that were under the law, &c*, Let this 
gentleman review his own text, which 
teaches the ſame doctrine ®. 

It is plain from the New Teſtament 
writings, that God dealeth with man in 
and through his own Son, the One only 
Mediator. This appears to be a kind and 
wiſe appointment; guilt fills the mind 
of ſinners with many fears, and therefore 
God, in great compaſſion to us, hath ap- 
pointed his Son to be the Mediator, who, 
as man, was formed out of the clay, that 
his hands might not be heavy on us, and 
that his terrors might not make us afraid: 
AND THROUGH HIM we are to offer the 
ſacrifice of praiſe to God® ; and God ac- 
cepts, through his Son, wmose Broop 


Was SHED FoR THE REMISSION OF 


Sixs a, ſincere, though imperfect, inſtead 
of ſinleſs and perfect obedience. And 
what hath this, or any other Philoſopher, 
to ſay againſt it? I don't wonder, they 


who explain away almoſt numberleſs paſ- 


{ages of the New Teſtament, that repre- 
ſent Chriſt's death as a ſacrifice of Atone- 
ment for the Sins of the world, are for 
giving up the Lord's Supper as a ſtanding 


n Gal.iv.g. © Eph. i. . = Heb. xili. 15. 
3 Matth. XXV1. 28. 1 : 
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ordinance in the church, becauſe it is a 
feaſt upon a ſacrifice, and for that reaſon 
they don't like it. This cup is the New 
Teſtament in Chriſt's blood, which was ſhed 
for many for the remiſſion of ſins. 
And now upon the whole, it is plain 
enough our Philoſopher hath ſtruck our 
the Old Teſtament from his Canon; and 
from this ſhort account he hath endea- 
voured to explain away a very conſider- 
able part of the New. It is certain Moſes 
wrote of Chriſt; ſee his own words *. 
The Scriptures, the Jews had teſtified of 
tim. The Bereans are commended for 
ſearching the Scriptures (of the Old Te- 
ſtament) daily, whether theſe things were 
% Sei os 

WE ARE BUILT (according to faint 
Paul's doctrine) upon the foundation of the 
APoSTLES and PROPHETS, Feſus Chriſt 
himſelf being the chief corner jtone*. 1 
will not give up the Prophets, if I do, I 
give up part of this foundation gn 


If indeed we will quit every thing that . 


is peculiar to Chriſtianity, and ſtrip it of 
its moſt excellent, uſeful, and comfort- 
able doctrines, ſuch as Chriſt's death as a 
tacrifice of atonement, and the Spirit's 


r John V. 46, 47> ſ Ver, 39- t Acts xvii. - 7 my 
» Fph. ii. 20. BE on 


ſtanding 


—_— OR” 
* 4 * 
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ſtanding influences in converſion, and af- 

ter ſanctification, the Deiſts will turn 

Chriſtians; the plain meaning of which 

is, give up your Chriſtian doctrines, mini- 

ſtry, and ſacraments, and turn Deiſts, and 

you and we will have no farther contro- 

verſy, for then we ſhall be all of a mid. 

Timeo Danaos, & dona ferentes. Sit notus 

Ulyſſes? But from ſuch a converſion, or 

rather perverſion, and deſertion of Chri- 
ſtianity, good Lord deliver us. Amen. 
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1. A Reformation Sermon, on June 
27 1726, a 


III. A Vindication of Three Miracles, 
in Anſwer to Mr. Woolſton, in 1728. 


IV. Catholick Principles, in 1729. 


V. Chriſtianiry not older than the firſt 
— Promiſe, in 1730, and 1731. 


Vl. The holy 8 2 perfect Rule 
of Faith, Jan. 26, 1734-5. 


VII. A Judgmendof private Diſcretion 
vindicated, in a Sermon, Feb. . 1734-35: 


VIII. A Sermon on the Prince of Wales's 
Marriage, May 2. 1736. 


